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Understanding Controversial Texts: An Analysis Using a Think-Aloud Method.

OB B —
Keiichi KOBAYASHI
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This study examined how students find and elaborate intertextual relations while reading controversial
texts. Thirty-one undergraduate students read two controversial texts using a think-aloud method.
Following the reading time, a test was conducted to assess their comprehension of intertextual rela-
tions. The analyses of think-aloud protocols indicated that the number of comments focusing on inter-
textual relations substantially increased while students were reading the second text. Compared with
students who had a poor performance on the comprehension test, those who had a better performance
were more likely to find relevant valid relations during reading and to report the relations afterwards.
With regard to the quality of comments on intertextual relations, no significant differences between the

two groups were found.
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