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Thisarticle，basedonthelayeredstruCtureSemantics，analyzesthe

phenomenoninwhichthesemanticfunctionof－bp）u（thevolitionalfom

OfverbsinJapanese）shiftsfromnon－dialogicaltodialogicalonesforthe

Speaker’scommunicativepurposes．Therelevantfunctionstobedealtwith

are［volition］，［offer］and［proposal］．Interestingly，themostbasicfunction

Of［volition］，Whichisnon－dialogicalinitself，eXtendsto［offer］or［proposal］

inthespeechevent．ThesesemanticextensionsareexplainedintemSOf

thespeaker’scommunicativestrategies．Tobemorespecific，thefunction

of［offer］emergesfromthespeaker，scommitmenttoperfominga（future）

actionwhichmaybenefittheaddresseedirectlyorindirectly．Asto［proposal］，

itemergesfromthespeaker’scommitmenttoperfominga（future）action

Ofwhichagentsarethespeakerandtheaddressee．Recently，manyCaSeS

havebeenreportedinwhichpragmaticfactorscauseorstrengthena

Semanticchange．Thisarticleaswellshedslightontheroleofpragmatic

factorsinsemanticchangeandcontributestotherelevantfieldofresearch．
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