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Functions of the Japanese Formal Noun “Mono” in Interrogative Sentences
Kyoko Anno

In this paper I investigate what syntactic characteristics interrogative sentences
have when they include the formal noun “mono(da)” and consider how speakers show
their subjectivity by using the formal noun “mono” in interrogative sentences.

First I certify that the noun “mono” indicates the higher rank concept of the concrete
entities it represents when it is used in interrogative sentences. Then I examine the
grammaticality of “mono(da)” in interrogative sentences when it represents <honsho
(nature of things)>, <tooi (idealized matter)>, <kaisetsu (explanation)>, <kaisou
(recollection)>, and <kangai (emotion)>.

Based on the results of the investigation, I show that “mono(da)” sentences can be
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interrogative sentences when they represent <honsho> in affirmative sentences, but
the other usages of “mono(da)” sentences cannot be acceptable as interrogative
sentences because the information they convey should be established facts to the
speaker.

Finally, I point out that the interrogative sentences with “mono(da)” attached to
“yooda,” “mitaida” and “sooda” often take the form of “yoona mono dewa naika” and
tent to express a speaker’s critical attitude towards the objects.




