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The Process of Acquiring Case Markers as a Second Language
— A preliminary Investigation of a Young Brazilian Child’s Case —
HISANO, Mitsuko

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the process by which the Brazilian child
acquired Japanese grammatical case markers. The results of long term observation
of the subject are as follows. (1)Before producing the correct forms of each case marker,
a no case marking stage (i.e. zero case marking stage) was found. (2)As for the first
production of case markers, the subject produced them at different times during the
observation period. Ga, i, de, o, 70 and fo appeared at 6 ~ 8th months, while made,
kara and e appeared during 13 ~ 17th month period. (3)Although the first appearance
of the correct form of #i was not so early, it came to be frequently used from that time
on, compare this to ga, de, 0, no and fo which appeared mostly at the same period of
time. (4)When the child began to use the correct form of the case markers ga, #i, de,
o and {o frequently in the obligatory contexts, she also began to use them inadequately
in non - obligatory contexts.
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