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The use of case marker #i as a second language in view of meanings
— A preliminary investigation of two young Brazilian children’s case —
HISANO, Mitsuko

This thesis is a preliminary investigation of the acquisition of the case marker #i
by second language (1.2) learners. It is based on the data obtained when monitoring
the spontaneous speech of 2 Brazilian children. This investigation of the L2 learners
is focused on the following: (1) When #: first appeared in their speech, (2) Whether
they used the case marker or not (and when this occurred), (3) The frequency of their
errors. Vi can be used in several different senses, different results were observed for
the various uses of »i. Thus,for this paper »i has been categorized according to
meaning. The results are as follows: (1) When #: first appeared differs among the
categories. Niin the “locations” category appeared earlier. (2) The inability to use the
case marker was found in many categories. Even after »i was used for the “locations”
category, the subjects could not use #i in other contexts. (3) The frequency of errors
varied among groups. In the “locations” category (except “lacation of being”), there
were such errors as omitting i, and, furthermore, substituting many other kinds of
other case markers in place of #: throughout the observation.

_39_





