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The acquisition Process of the Japanese [negative + naru] Structure
by Brazilian Children
HISANO, Mitsuko

The purpose of this case study is to investigate the process of acquiring the
[negative + naru] structure by non L1 Japanese speakers. Samples of spontaneous
Japanese speech were collected from two young Brazilian children. The results
show that as for the conjunctive rule between [negative] and [naru], misuse was
not observed. In the structure [negative + naru], the [negative] has to be changed
into [~naku], so the form will be [~nakunaru]. Even this rule change was cor-
rectly applied, mistakes were observed in several situations. First, misuse occured
when the the subjects confused the verbs inaku (used in the case of persons) and
naku (used in the case of things). Second, inappropriate inflection of the nai-form
of verbs were observed.

The words, which were used as [negative], had already been used in negative
sentences. Furthermore, the confusion of verbs between inaku and naku, which
were observed in [negative], had been observed in negative sentences as the confu-
sion between inai and nai. Therefore, the negative sentences may be the preceding
stage of the [negative + naru] structure, and the misuse in the negative sentences
may affect the misuse in [negative + naru] structure.

The acquisition process, which we observerved in the case of [i-adjective +
kunaru), [na-adjective + ninaru] and [noun + ninaru] structures in the preceding
study, was not seen for the [negative + naru] structure. In the case of adjectives
and nouns, the learners had to recognize the Parts of Speech and had to use
proper conjunctive rules one by one. However, in the case of the [negative +
naru] structure, when the learners had mastered nai-form of the words, they had
only to apply it to the [~nakunaru] form. Therefore, it might be said that they
had little difficulty in learning the [negative + naru] structure.



