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A preliminary study on the acquisition of the fearu structure by a young
Chinese child, part 2 : through comparison with the leiru structure

HISANO, Mitsuko
SHIRAHATA, Tomohiko

It is known that adult second language (L.2) learners have difficulties in learn-
ing the tearu structure, which represents the state of the result of an action done
by somebody. In this paper, we will show results of an investigation as to
whether an L2 child learner has also difficulties in learning the tearu structure
and what kind of difficulties make him confused. We compared the results with
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the teiru structure which also expresses the state. Our analyses are based on the
spoken data obtained from a Chinese child, who had been observed over a period
of 15 months.

The results show that the tearu structure appeared later than the teiru struc-
ture, and the percentage of the accuracy of the tearu structure was lower than
that of the teiru structure. It might therefore be concluded that L2 child learner
also has difficulties in learning the tearu structure. The subject confused tearu
with teiru(/ teru). There was a strong tendency to use teru in place of tearu. This
kind of misuse might be caused by the analogy of the correct use of "intrasitive
verb + teru", or by the confusion with "transitive verb + tearu". It is difficult to
consider that this tendency to use teru for expressing "state" is due to the influ-
ence of L1. Teru can express the state objectively in some meanings, and it is also
used frequently. Therefore there is a possibility that the subject used teru even in
the tearu structure.





