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Higher Education Reform in the process of European Integration:
the case of France when faced with the Bologna Process

MATSUDA, Noriko

Today "Internationalization” of higher education, including universities or other
institutions, is one of the major issues facing not only Japan, but also institu-
tions throughout the world. The awareness of this issue comes from the increased
competitiveness in scientific research and education in the institutions such as uni-
versities in the international environment. The movement towards harmonization
of higher education in Europe is seen in the establishment of the "European
Higher Education Area (EHEA)" to be in place by 2010. This is also known as the
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Bologna Process. This process is strongly marked by an awareness of the interna-
tional competitiveness especially with regards to the USA and Asia. On the other
hand, each country has its own education system based on its own history and
values. We take the case of France as an example where its higher education sys-
tem 1s strongly marked by the dualism between the universities and Grand Ecoles,
and try to understand how this country lets its own system coexist with the
European evolution.



