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A Preliminary Study on the Acquisition of Japanese Noun Phrases by a Hindi
Speaker : Focus on the Case Particle no

HISANO, Mitsuko

This paper is a preliminary investigation of the acquisition of no in Japanese
noun phrases (“NP+no+NP”, “AP+NP”). The subject is a Hindi speaker. The
aim of this research is mainly to describe his speech and the tendencies of the
noun phrases at the early stage of acquisition. Samples of spontaneous speech
were collected longitudinally for 14 weeks (starting from the 3rd week after his
arrival to Japan).

The results show that in the case of the “NP+no+NP” structure, he came
to produce no correctly with the ungrammatical structures from the 4th week.
The ungrammatical structures included the utterances without no, the replacement
of wa or o with no, and so on. On the other hand, in the case of the “AP+NP”
structure, his utterances were so few, and “overgeneralized no” didn’t appear.
Comparing these results with “the acquisition process of no” proposed in
Shirahata & Hisano (2005), there are some similarities and differences. The simi-
larities mean that the utterances without no were observed at the early stage, and
furthermore, both the grammatical structure and the ungrammtical structure
were observed at the same time at the early stage. The differences mean that “the
first stage of the acquisition process of no”, (at which only the utterances without
no are observed), was not foundin this subject, and also “overgeneralized no” was
not observed.





