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A Report on Teaching in a Cross-cultural Communication Environment
with a Mixed Class of International and Japanese Students

Itsuo Harasawa
It 1s very important for international students to have a basic knowledge of cross-
cultural communication as they must adapt themselves to their target culture if
they want to be successful in their field of study in that country. The author at-
tempted to organize a learner-centered class in cross-cultural communication
situation in order to enhance students’ competence in adaptation to a different
culture. The class was conducted not only with the international students but also
with Japanese students targeting the promotion of mutual understanding by ex-
changing ideas and thinking in a different culture. This paper reports how the
class was organized and proposes a better way of improving class instruction
after thoroughly examining lesson content along with the results of a question-
naire completed by the participants.
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