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A Case Study of the acquisition of the "Verb-teoku" structure by Brazilian children
— through comparison with Japanese native speakers —

HISANO, Mitsuko

This paper is an investigation of the acquisition of the “V-teoku (te form of
the verb + oku)” structure, which has the connotation of preparation, completion,
keeping the resultant state as it is, temporary measures, change, and so on. It is
based on data obtained from the spontaneous Japanese speech of two Brazilian
children. Their data were also compared with the spoken data of Japanese native
speakers.

As a result, there were three similarities between the subjects and the
Japanese, such as using colloquial style (not V-teoku but V-toku) , using the verb
OKU (which means “put”) in this structure (ex. OI-tokw) , and using this
structure as a meaning of “change, temporary measures” mainly. On the other
hand, there were also two differences between their results. One is that L2
children began to speak “V-toite” as a variety pattern of “V-toku” in the early
stage of their acquisition, and the other is that ungrammatical expressions
including the verb OKU were observed in their speech.

In order to make clear the relation between the use of the verb OKU and the
use of “V-teoku” structure, the L2 children’s speech including verb OKU was also
investigated. The result shows that the "V-teoku” structures were used frequently
after the verb OKU appeared. Furthermore, the subject seemed to consider “OI-
toite” with “V-teoku’ structure to be “OITE” without “V-teoku” structure. The
verb OKU means “put, set, place, lay” originally, and “V-teoku” also has similar
meaning. It seems that L2 children may have learned the “V-teoku” structure to
have almost the same meaning of OKU.



