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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to determine the types of useful knowledge and teaching
techniques that can emerge from discussion and dialogue between teachers. The study
was performed at a workshop intended for the planning of an elementary level history
unit. The specific data was collected fromone of the in—service teacher training programs
held in Fuji City under the co—sponsorship of Shizuoka University and the Fuji City
Board of Education. The 21 participants in this particular training exercise were divided
into 5 groups and then proceeded to perform the aforementioned mock construction of
an elementary school history unit. The ensuing discussions were taken down with an

IC recorder and later analyzed. The results are as follows:

1) Teacher’s with expertise in the Social Studies displayed a rich understanding of
both the material itself and how best to convey it to students

2) The discussion process proved an effective means of producing and exchanging useful
and practical knowledge

3) Experienced teachers possess an intrinsic understanding of the material that allows
them to effectively coordinate the individual pieces of the unit and arrange the

material in the most logical and effective order for presentation.

Key words : Professional Development, Practical Knowledge, Profession,

Inter—Colleague Discussion, Unit Plan



