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SUMMARY

The purposes of the present s't‘udy were (a) to evaluate the appliéability of é measurement
using inter-response time to organization of memory in mentally retarded children, and (b) to ex-
amine the effect of repetitions on the clustering in myenta;lly retarded children. Subjects were 40
mentally retarded children who belonged to speciall classes of primary school and junior high
school. The subjects were assigned to 4 groups in terms of their mental ages (MA), ranging 42
to 128 months. The subjects participated in 5-trial-free-recall task. To-be-remembered liét was
made of 12 pictures which consisted of 4icategories 3 each. The list was visually presented at
random by the categories. Both the ratio of clusterihg and the nufnber of correctly recalled items
increased with increasing the trial as well as MA. One specific component of modified inter-
response times, that is 0-0.5 sec. increased as a function of both the trial and MA in the same
manner as the ratio of clustermg did, It was concluded that inter- response tlrne is capable of
measuring the organization of memory in mentally retarded chlldren as well as in adults The
significances of repetition for learning in mentally retarded children were also proposed.
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