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Taking Internet Content Regulation by John Locke’s
Theory Seriously
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Abstract: John Locke's “Two Treatises of Government” discusses the basic structure and the justification
of modern society, and so has a big impact on the Japanese Constitution. From the viewpoint that the basic
structure of modern society causes the troubles on the internet, this paper applies John Locke’s theory to some
issues of internet content regulation, so that the possibility and limit of John Locke's theory becomes clear.
We discuss the existence of a border, ownership of information, and regulations of information. John Locke
considered that a border existed to establish a right of property to the land. Therefore John Locke’s theory can
not handle transborder flows of information. To consider the issue of ownership on information, I modified his
concepts of property and labour. But this modified theory can not necessarily handle this issue adequately. And
his concept of Legislative Power does not justify Internet service providers.
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