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Abstract: This paper discusses the necessity of research that rethinks the relation between “mura” and folk be-
liefs from an anthropological perspective aiming at the reexamination of “community” studies in Japan in the
following procedure. 1)Studies on “mura” as regarded as a Japanese “traditional community” are examined,
focusing on the framework of structural functionalism. 2)To overcome the problem with structural functional-
ism, the current stage of the reexamination of the relation between “mura” and folk beliefs is asked, based on
Basic Theory of Communities by Uchiyama (2010). 3)The necessity of “community” research is shown in pre-
vious comparative studies regarding Asian neighborhood while specifically probing the representation of “Japan”
Moreover, a portion of the results is presented of a fieldwork conducted in old Shimizu city, which forms part
of a comparative research project on Japan-South Korea. It shows that the reexamination of the relation be-
tween “mura” and folk beliefs can also be productive in the research of “city communities”

Keywords: “mura’; folk beliefs, “Japan’, “community’, the comparative method of anthropology
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