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Factors related to organizing non-regular female workers in labor unions were
investigated and the union participation of non-regular, female workers were elucidated.
Labor unions at three levels were analyzed: national, intermediate(industrial) and
individual. 1)At the national level, there is a highly sophisticated organization for
non-regular workers. 2)Materials related to the activities of the JMIU (All Japan Metal
and Information Machinery Workers’ Union) were collected through interviews with union
members. JMIU has been demanding pay reforms for non-regular workers since its first
Spring Struggle in 1989. 3) Material related to periodic meetings of the Maruko Horn
Company’ s labor union was collected from the time of its foundation in 1973 to the present.
Interviews on the process of organizing non—regular, female workers were conducted with
such workers and the union. Results indicated that the Maruko Horn Company’ s labor union
has been demanding pay reforms for non-regular workers since its foundation. However,
it could not organize non—regular, female workers, because labor contracts did not permit
admitting part—time workers to the union. in 1989. When Maruko Horn Company’ s labor union
joined the JMIU, the union admitted female non—regular workers for the first time as union

members.
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