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Pedagogy of coordinating language and learning:
For students with pluri-cultural backgrounds and with culture of the mainstream
Hiroaki Utsunomiya and Mitsuo Yazaki

Abstract

The intent of this essay is to bring to the filed of language pedagogy a perspective on coordinating language and learning
that accounts for breaking an barrier between students with pluri-cultural backgrounds and with culture of the mainstream
and that improves a language educational environment to which teachers in primary and/or secondary schools belong. To
do so, we first provide on overview of the limits in preceding researches projecting ‘the blurring definition of terms,’
‘dualism’ and ‘performance-based system.” We then consider the aim and approach of the study based on the view of
language variability, ecological relativity and emergence of language rules. This perspective rejects the idea that literal or
de-contextualized contents exist in language pedagogy. Rather, the contents need to be constructed by an interaction within
participants, materials and situations, in which we promote collaborative learning with students irrespective of cultural or

linguistic backgrounds.
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