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A Preliminary Investigation of the Acquisition of the suru structure
by Brazilian Children

HISANO, Mitsuko

The purpose of this paper is to investigate the process through which younger
L2 learners acquire the suru structure which indicates that someone turns
something into a certain state, or someone expresses decision. The conclusions are
drawn from the data obtained from the spontaneous speech of two Brazilian
children, observed over a period of 20 months.

The results show as follows: (a) In the case of the [noun + ni + suruj
structure, they omitted ni in the early stage of language acquisition, and later
they continuously produced ni along with the ungrammatical structure [noun +
sury]. Furthermore, overuse of ni was observed. (b) In the case of the [na-adjective
+ ni + sury] structure, ni was sometimes omitted. (¢) In the case of the [i-adjective
+ kusuru] structure, mistakes of declension of i-adjective and overuse of ni were
often observed. Ni was incorrectly added to this structure after they used ni
correctly in the [noun + ni + suru] and the [na-adjective + ni + suru] structures.
(d) In the case of the [verb + youni + suru] structure, the first appearance of this
was later than other structures.

Judging from these results, there seems to be a close relation between
acquiring the suru structure and acquiring the case particle ni. It appears that
Brazilian children had some difficulties in distinguishing between Japanese Parts
of Speech and learning conjunctive rules appropriately.



