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On the Expressions of Directives
— Focusing on V-femoratteiika —

KUMAI, Hiroko

The expression V-temoratteiika is often used today particularly by younger
generations and in the service industries, but some feel that this expression is rather
assertive and forcing. In this paper, the author discusses the function of directives
and studies in which contexts this expression can be inadequate and what kind of
psychological factors are involved in the choice of this expression.

It is found that V-temoratteiika becomes adequate when used as a request of the
desirable event for the speaker which has a certain inevitability regarding the relation
between the speaker and the listener or a situation which requires a little bit more
burden than usual rather than too much of a burden on the listener’s part. It is also
argued that the psychological factor is that the speaker tries to show how adequate
and reasonable his or her request is and that he or she expects an affirmative
response. In addition, the speaker seeks to express that realization of the event is
desirable for him or her and tries to show consideration for the fact that the speaker
imposes an additional cost on the listener and will leave the decision between Yes
and No to the listener.



