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The…National…Federation…of…Families…with…the…Mentally…Ill……
in…Japan…and…Model…Stories.

Koji…MINAMIYAMA

　We…describe…the…process…of…organizing…the…federation…of…families…with…the…
mentally…ill…and…“frames”…provided…by…Zenkaren…(the…National…Federation…of…
Families…with…the…Mentally…Ill…in…JAPAN).……Zenkaren,…established…in…1965,…was…the…
worldʼs…oldest…mental…health…family…organization.…

　The…concept…of…“frames”…are…defined…as…schemata…of…interpretation…that…allow…
an…individual…to…identify…and…label…life…experiences.……Frames…can…ally…people…to…a…
social…movement.

　When…families…mention…about…frames…in…order…to…express…their…experiences,…
we…call…these…frames…model…stories.……Finally,…we…discuss…about…the…relationship…
between…these…stories…and…the…their…lived…experiences.


