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TheFutureofEducation

Marcus Grandon

Traditionaleducationasweknotvitisinthemiddleofgreatchange．In

recentyearstheclassicalpathofattendinguniversityimmediatelyfollow－

inghighschoolhasbeengoingthroughSomechangeaspeopleopttodo

Otherthingsbeforesettlinginto40r5yearsonauniversitycampus．Some

peoplearetraveling，Othersareworkingforawhile，andstillotherssimply

SearChfor direction・In Europe，university education has usually been

delayedespeciallyformenastheyareconscriptedintothearmedservices

forseveralyearsfollowlnghighschool．InNorthAmerica，theaverageage

Ofanundergraduatestudentiswellover25indicatingthattherearemore

‘adult’studentsthanstudentsrightoutofhighschool．Asiahasbeenslow

toadvocateadulteducationattheuniversityleve1，makingthisregionripe

forthebiggestchange．

Asianshavealwaysbeenproponentsoflifetimelearning・Manyofthearts

OfAsiatakelifetimestomaster，andsotherehasalwaysbeenagreatmany

peopletakingonadisciplineoverthecourseoftheirlives・Thegreat

artistictraditionsoftheEastsuchasmartialarts，Sumトeinkpainting，and

flowerarranginghavealwaysbeentreated．aslifetimeartsasopposedto

SOmethingstudiedforafewyearsandthenastudentgraduates．Ofcourse

therearecertificatesofmasteryandteachinglicenses，butthesemoreor

lessrepresentthebeginningofdeeplearning．Askanymasterofanartand

theyinvariablytellyouthattheyarestilllearningit．

Formaluniversityeducationingeneralisconstantlysearchingfornewer

andbetterwaystopromulgateteachingandfacilitatelearnlng．Unfortu一
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nately these altruisticideals often become muddled by greed by the

almightydesireforcash．Makenomistake，prOfitsarewhatdriveeduca－

tionalinStitutions，just as that drive＿that world．Any new successful

programforteachingwillhavetocomewithaviablebusinessplan．Allnew

technologyhastheabilitytobeappliedintherealmofeducation．Overthe

past50years，educationalprogramshavebeenincorporatedintoallmeans

Ofbroadcasting．Televisionandradioclassesarerelativelycommonplace，

these mediums have yet to really unlock the power of distancelearnlng，

limitingthemselvesmostlytolocalcommunities．

Therearetwomainwaysthateducationalinstitutionscantakeadvantage

Ofmoderntimestodevelopfurther．Thefirstisto utilizetheemerglng

technology of theinternet to offerlearning programs to thosewith the

ability to study via the net．Distance programs are nothing newin the

WOrld．Theyhavebeenaroundforwell’OVerlOOyears，andisaperfectly

acceptablewayoflearning．The．Secondisforeducatorstoseverelyalter

thephilosophyorpsychologyofhowtheyteachandwhatthey．expeGtOf

Students．Educationshouldbeathingavailabletoanyonewhowantsit∴Is

thecurrentsystemoflimitingtheentranceofstudents，Cramminginforma－

tionintotheirheads，andhavingthemspitoutinfoonatestthebestmeans

Ofselectingandevaluatingabilities？

Just exactly whatis a doctorate，anyWay？The truthpis that a Ph．D．is

reallynothingotherthanapersonwhohasstudieda．lot．Itismoreabout

disciplineandstudythanaboutanamazlnglygiftedintellect．Infact，mOSt

holders of Ph・D・’s do not have unusually highI・Q・’s or especially－Lgifted

intellectualcapacity．They are simply people who have putin the time

behindresearchreadingandwritingandhaveconsequentlybecomeexpert

in a field．

Inthenearfutureitwi11beverycommonforuniversitiestogiveinstruction

andevenadvanceddegreesovertheinternet．Goingforward，therealpower

Oftheinternetwilllieinitsabilitytoempowerindividualpeopleto－aCCOmr
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plishgoalspreviouslyunavailable to them．This movementis about the

transferofknowledgeandpowertomoreofthecommonpeople．Institu－

tionsarereluctanttogiveuppower，butthosethatarethefirsttodosowill

reap the benefits of networking，Whichis exponentialgrowth．If the

networkofcollegegraduatesincreases．thenitsvaluewillalsoincrease，

therebyprofitinguniversities．Althoughthismayappeartobeacontradic－

tion，itishowtheuniverseworks；abasicidea ofphysics．Ifa dooris

jammed，itwon’topennomatterhowhardonepullsonit．Thesolutionto

thisstuck■doorisoftentopushonit，Whichlooksliketheexactoppositeof

the goal，but a pushusually achieves the desired effect・Relinquishing

COntrOlofonethingoftenleadstountoldbenefits．

Universitiesshoulddesigndegreeprogramsovertheinternetsothatthey

havepotentialtoattractmorestudents・Thecontrolthatauniversityhas

OVeritsstudentsisthatitrequiresthemtoattendclassesandsitforexams．

Italsoexertspowerwithstrictentrancerequirementsandtheabilityto

COnferdegrees・Insteadofcloslngthedoorstostudentswhomayhavea

difficulttimepassinganentranceexam，thereshouldbemoreofanopen

doorpolicy・Inotherwords，1etthosestudywhowanttostudy．Whyclose

theddor？Studentswi1lstillhavetodotheykindofstudynecessarytogain

knowledge and graduate，but this willincrease the potentialamount of

peoplewith bioader knowledge．Too often，educators at alllevels，but

especiallyattheuniversitylevel，arenOtSOfondofsharingknowledgeas

theyareofguardingit・Guardingitfromwhat？Fromtheverypeoplewho

have・aninterestinitsothatitcanbepassedontothenextgeneration？

The－internetoffersthefreedomtostudywheneverapersonwants・Taking

Onalargeclassloadsothattheycanputuniversitylifebehindthemandget

OnWiththeirlivesisoftenthegoalofstudentstoday．Whyelsedoweload

uponclasses？Sowecanbeburdenedwithagroupoftestsattheendof

asemester？Distancelearningoverthenetoffersawonderfulchancetolet

Student占learnattheirownrateoflearning・Often，familyresponsibilities

lead to work responsibilitiesthatleadto a personhavinglittletime t0
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improvehisorherknowledge・Theymaystealawaysometimetoread

booksorpursuesomeothersourcesofstudy，anddegreesovertheinternet

arejustsomekindofformalrecognitionofthis．Whydoweseemt。bes。

guardedwithourknowledge？

Whyisthereaperceivedtimelimitontheabilitytofinishauniversity

degreeP Thereisnologicalreasonforthispresumption・Auniversity

degreedoesnothavetobecompletedinalimitedperiodoftime．Whatdoes

itmatterifadegreeiscompletedattheageof21or317Thisisacurious

question・Whohasdecreedthatwemuststuffourheadsfulloffactsina

Shoftperiodoftime？TherootsofthisthoughtcomelargelyfromCon－

fucianthoughtwheretestsandtheirresultsdeterminedthelotofaperson

andalsoinPlatonicthoughtwheretestresultssignifyaperson，splacein

SOCiety・Let，sfaceit，theseareantiquatedideasdesignedinaperiodin

humanhistorythatwasgrosslydifferentfromthemodernworld・They

Weredesignedsothattherewascontrolandorder・Sothatsocietywas
groomed・Coul・ditbethatbytryingtocontrolthingsthatwearebarking

upthewrongtree？Thingsdotendtotakecareofthemselves，butsince

thereseemstobenoendtohumanstupidity（aparaphrasefromEinstein），

COntrOlmeasureswereadoptedtokeepthingsincheck．

Itisourownstupidityasaspeciesthatkeepsusboundtolivingwithcertain

expressedandtacitrules・Withoutruleswhowouldpickupthetrash，dothe

dishesorcleanthetoilets？Theanswer，Ofcourse，liesinthemirror，but

mostpeoplecannotbeartocleanupafterthemselves．Withallthistalkof

assumingresponsibilityforone，sactionsfloatingaroundateverycorner，it

isdifficulttoreallyfindthisputlintopractice・Thereisaschoolofthought

thatregardsrulesasneedlessandthatthingswillgettakencareofas

needed・Probably the truthliessomewherein the middle ofthe strict

enforcement ofrulesandnorulesatall．

Whatisthetruepurposeofeducation？Mostuniversitystudentsofthe

modernworldanswerthattheyareatuniversitysothattheycanprocure
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agoodjobaftergraduation．Sointheworldtodayitiseconomicsth云t

driveseducation，andthiscomesfromalldirections．Studentsstudysothat

theycangetgoodjobs，teaChersteachsothattheycanearnaliving，and

institutionsexistsothattheycanmakeaprofit・Mostpeopleareawareof

thesethings・Studentswillnot receivPgraduation diplomas untiltheir

tuitionhasbeenpaidinfull，butdoesthischangeatalltheknowledgethat

astudenthaslearned？Mostpeoplewouldsay，HIt，sthewayoftheworld”．

Bigdeal！Itmaybethewayoftheworld，butiscertainlyneedsimproving．

FromwhereandwhenaretheseimprovementsgolngtOCOme？

Economicrealityineducationofthepresentdaycannotbeignored．There

are always ulterior motives and hidden agendasin every plan．How

magnanimousorinimicalthebackgroundisshouldbethethingthatneeds

tobesomehowunderstood・Whetherbasedongreedorsomethingmore

altruistic，intheendsuccessshouldbemeasuredbyhowmanypeopleare

abletolearnthekindofthingsthattheywant，Ortheoverallliteracylevel

Ofthepopulation．

Theexpansionoftheclassroomtotheinternetwillprovideanexcellent

distahcelearningforum・Studentswillbeabletocommunicatedirectlywith

teachersviae－mailandhomepageswithwhatexiststoday．Thiscommuni－

Cationwillbecomeevenbetterwhendistancelearnerswillbeabletousethe

Videophone・Distancelearningclassesarealreadydesigned．Infactithas

beenquiteeasytoearnuniversitycreditbycorrespondenceforyears．The

listofuniversitiesofferingdistancelearnlngande－Classesislongenoughto
fill a book．

Interestingly，althoughmanyundergraduatedegreesareofferedviacorre－

SpOndencecoursesfromprestigiousuniversitiesespeciallyintheU．S．and

England，hardlyanyschooIsofferadvanceddegreessuchasMaster，sand

Ph・D・’sthroughdistancelearnlng．ThereareseveralinnovativeschooIsthat

Offer such degrees，but most ofthe quality onesinsist onsome sort of

residencyrequirement・Thisisnotabadidea，butitisn，treallynecessary．
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Evenwithalltheadvancesintechnologytodate，therearereallyfewifany

SChooIsofferingadvanceddegreeswhollyovertheinternet・Whynot？It

mustbeacombinationofmanyreasonssuchasthereluctancetochang？，

institutionaleg0－mania，1ackofcompetentinstructorswhounderstandhow

toteachoverthenet，andinexperience・Therearemanycoursesavailable

OVerthenet，butnotdegreesyet・Institutionsseemtobeunwillingtotest

thewaters・Whichuniversitywillstepupandtakethelead？

Designingdegreeprogramsfortheinternetisreallynotthatdifficultofa

task・SchooIscould－Slowlywarmuptoit basedonhowmanyquality

universitiesoffercorrespondencedegrees・Precedencehasbeensetbysuch

SChooIsasCaliforniaStateUniversity，DominguezHillsandPeVeraltop

universitiesinEngiandwhichhavebeengrantingdistan？edegreesatthe

master’slevelforsometime．Ofcourse，therewouldbeseveralcoursesof

Study whereit would be difficult to pursue advanced degrees such as

medicineandsomeothersciencesforexample．Forothersubjects，like

humanities，business，OreVenengineering，theinternetoffersaviablesetting

forlearnlng．

SchooIscouldsetupinstructioninseveralways・Themosttraditionalway

istohaveteachersonstaffofthatparticularuniversityissueasyllabus

WithreadingandwritinghomeworkasslgnmentS・Mostly therearetime

limitsontheseassignmentsjustasintraditionalclassroomsettings．A

SeCOndwaytopairupinstructorswithstudentsistoletthestudentsfindan

expertPh・D・teaCherfromanyotherinstitutionintheworldinaparticular

Subject，andthenpaythisinstructorastipendforeachstudent．Thisisa

goodwayoflearnlngSincestudentscangotoauthoritiesinspecificfields

thatmaynotbeonstaffattheuniversityatwhichtheyareenrolled．Italso

extends the capabilities of the university t0－0ffer the bestinstruction

possiblebyemployingthemostexpertpeople．

Inthefuture，educationneedstochangethewaythatstudentsareaccessed．

Testsbeingthetraditionalmannerbywhichastudentisjudged，perhapsthe
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timehascomeforbettermethodstobeusedtoseethatknowledgehasbeen

passed．Tests，eSpeCiallymultiplechoice，areareallypoorwaytojudge

learning．Forthemostpart，Studentswhoaimtopasstestsarejustdding

that．Theystudynotsomuchtolearn，buttocompletethetaskofwriting

asuccessfultest．Often，thecrammingthatgoesalongwithtestingletsa

personpassthetest，buttheknowledgeisnotreallyabsorbedinsuchaway

thatthestudentcanuseitatalaterdate・Inotherwords，theinformation

issoonforgotten．

Alternativeideastousingtestsasameansofjudgmentwouldbetohave

students demonstrate knowledge．Often times，demonstrations create a

feelinginastudentthattheyareshowingthattheyhavelearnedsomething

asopposedtothefeelingcreatedbytestswhichismoreofadefensiveway

toprovethattheycando something．Indemonstrations，thereisnot so

muchanidealofsuccessversusfailureasthereisapresentationofwhathas

beenlearned．Theyputstudentsinalessdefensivepositionandmoreinone

ofanauthority．Forasthelearningofthestudentprogresses，therewillbe

instanceswherestudentsmayfindbettersolutiohsthantheteacher．

A■goodteacherfeelscomfortablewithlettingstudentsdosuperiorworkat

times，Afterall，thegoalsofteachingarenottosuppressknowledgebutto

spreadit．0verall，‾the teacherisin a seat of having amassed more

knowledgeif by nothing else than？Ⅹperience，but during a course of

apprenticeship，there rightfully should be flashes■where students can do

workthatisbetterthantheteacher．Thisisthetransferringofknowledge．

TakeforinstancetheideaofamartialartsPtudent・Inthebeginningthere

isnowaythatthestudentcanapplyaneffectivethrowtotheteacher．After

diligentpracticeadaymaycomewhensuddenlythestudentdoessomething

thatreallyworksontheteacher．AtthispointthegreatteacherrecognlZeS

that knowledge has reallybeenpassed and shouldbe happy．There are

thoseegotisticalteachersthatwouldnotwanttoadmitthattheyhavelost

toastudent，butrealistsunderstandthatanythingcanhappenonanygiven

day，andaccepthappilythatthereis anotherpersonintheworldwithan
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improvedability．

Itissaidthatforreallearningtotakeplacestudentswillretaininformation

andhaveforgottenwheretheylearnedit．Realizingthis，thebestteachers

instruttinamannerwherethestudentsdonotevenknowthattheyare

beingtaughtpsom6thing．Ifinformationisrelayedtostudents，butthey

CannOt：remember where they havelearnedit，then true transference of

knowledgehastakepplace．Infact，Withincertaineducationalcircles，nOt

tryingtoachieveaLlevelofcorrectnesswhengoingthroughtheprocessof

learningyieldsamuchfasterrateoflearning．

Teacherscan■judgethe－levelofastudentwithouttests．Itisthejob a

teachertonotonlyattempttoimpartknowledge，buttojudgewhetherit

hashappened．Atertaindegreeofcompetencymustbeachievedsothatthe

Sttldentcanbegintooperatewithoutthesupervisionofateacher．Thegoal

Ofterachingshouldbetobringthestudenttoalevelofproficiencytowhere

theyGanWOrkbythemselves．Studentsneedtobeabletoworkindepen－

dently．Byinteractingwithstudentsin‘variouswaysoverthecourse of

instruction，teaCherscancometoanaccurateassessmentwithouthavingto

putstudentsthroughtheagonyofanexam．Thetestingprocesshasmade

teacherslazy．Studentlevelsshouldbeabletobejudgedbytheinteractions

Of＿thestudent／teacherrelationship．Thismaycreatemoreofaburdenon

ateacher，butitisthenatureoftheprofession．
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