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MaryJackson，apetitionerand

hertesteem，d＆Everbelov，dBenefactress，1

MikaSuzuki

AsJolmPotterremarkedin1762thatくItisanageofcharity’，theeighteenth

centurysawremarkableinstancesofvoluntarism．2ThomasCoramandJonas

Hanwaywereamongthefamousindividualsfortheirphilanthropicinitiation

andinvolvement．TheFoundlingHospitalandtheMagdalenHouseweremost

Wel1－knownexamplesamongthosewhichweresupportedbydonationsfto叩

widerangeofpeople．3Thesuccessfu1charitableinstitutionsdrewonpeople，s

Sharedconcernandinterests．Thetrendinfictioncontributedtothesurge

Ofinterestsaswellasboreresonance oftheconcern：COmpaSSionand

benevolencefortheunfortunatewereubiquitoustopicsinnovelsofsensibility．

Carefortheweakhasbeengivenrenewedattention．Withreconsideration

Oftheassumptionofthelinearprogressfrompersonalbenevolenceand

endowmenttoorganizedcharitablesocietiesandthentowelfarestate，reCent

ThisisbasedonmypaperreadattheBritishSocietyforEighteenth－CenturyStudies31stannual

conference（January2002）．

1・MrsJackson，SlastlettertoDowagerCountessSpencer，AlthorpF141，theBritishLibraryManuSCript

Collectidn，AlthorpPapers．

2■QuotedinPaulLangford，PublicLifbandthePTVPertiedEnglishman1689－1798（0Ⅹford：Clarendon

Press，1994），p．492．Potterseemstousethewordtcharity’heretomeanboth＜kindness，ofthe

heartandくliberalitytothepoor’inaction（twoofthedefinitionsof｛charity’inDrJohnsonb

か払出0mαJ勇．

3・DonnaT．Andrew，PhilaluhrqpyandPolice：LondonChaT・i＆intheEなhteehthCentuTT（Princeton，

NewJersey：PrincetonUniversityPress，1989），eSp．pp．74－134；MarkmanEllis，ThePoliticsof

Sensibil卸助cqGender？ndCoTnTneneintheSentimentalnuel（Cambridge‥CambridgeUniversity

Press，1996），pp．170－77；Stanley Nash了ProstitutionandCharity：TheMagdalenHospital，ACase

Study’，JournaloFSocialLtistoり′17（1984）：617，28；MikaSuzuki，‘CharityandLiteratureinthe

Mid－EighteenthCentury：TheMagdalenHouseandItsLiteraryWorks’，『地域文化研究』4（1992）：

69－93．

ー163－



WOrksonphilanthropicactivitiesthrowlightfromvariousperspectives．4

MartinGorskyremindsusofthecurrentresearchemphasisontthediversity

Ofsystemsofrelief，thecomplexinterplaybetweenlegislationandprivatee放）rt

andtheimportanceoflong－termCOntinuities，．5Thenewtypeofinstitutional

Charityintheeighteenthcenturywasremarkableanddeservesmuchattention．

Atthesametime，privateeffort，nOtaSWhattobesupersededbyorganized

forces，Shouldbestudiedmoreclosely．AnotheraspectofcharitythatisdiffiCult

toexploreisontheredeivingside．6AlthoughinformationIfocusoninthis

paperisquitelimitedtoaspeci丘cperson，itisarichmineofdetailsofthe

OneWhoreceivedcharity．Thispaperattemptstoanalysearelationship

betweenthebenefactressandthebene丘tedinthesceneofpersonalcharity．

There，itbringstoattentionthemotivationofthewealthycountess，the

demandandadjustmentoftheneedyandthecontextualforceswhchfostered

thedialoguebetweentheprivilegedandtheunfortunate．

Itisalsoanattempttoseekforalinkbetweenlifeandliteratureinthe

SCeneOfcharityofferedinthewakeofthecultofsensibility．Ⅰtexaminesthe

useofthe■1anguageofsensibilityintherecordofcharitykeptbyGeorgiana，

CountessSpencer．MyfocusisonthecaseofMaryJackson，OneClaimant

Ofbenev二01encefromher．ThevolumeofthelettersfromJacksontoLady

SpencerisenormOuS．Between1782and1800shesentmorethanOnehundred

epistles，eaChconsiderablysubstantial．Inthesel占tters，Jacksondevelopedthe

languageofbeggingandaskingattentionintodetailedandelaboratenarrative

Ofalifestory，appealinghowsheshouldbethoughttodeservecompassion．

4・Seeforexample，JonathanBarryandColinJones，ed．，MedicineandChaTi秒BdbretheⅥ毎的re
State（LondonandNewYork：Routledge，1991）；KathleenD．McCarthy，ed．，恥Tnen，Philanthrqpy，

andCit）ilSociety（BloomingtonandIndianapolis：IndianaUniversityPress，2001）．

5・MartinGorsky，EbtteT・nSOfPhilanthT・qPy：ChafityandSocietyinNineteenth－CentuTTBT・istol

（Woodbridge，Suffolk：TheRoyalHistoricalSocietytheBoydellPress，1999），p．7；SeealsoHugh
CurminghamandJoannaInnes，ed．，Chariわ1PhilanthrqpyandRdbT・Tnfh）mL690sto1850（London：

Macmillan，1998），p．2；Joannahnes，くState，ChurchandVoluntarisminEuror杷anWe脆re，1690－1850’，

inHughCuminghamandJoannaInnes，ed．，Charity，PhilanthrqpyandRdbT・mfh）mL690sto1850
（London：Macmillan，1998），15－65；SandraCavallo，くTheMotivationsofBenefactors：anOverview

OfApproachestotheStudyofCharity’inJonathanBarryandColinJones，ed．，MbdicineandChaTib／

BefbT・etheⅥ屯的reState（LondonandNewYork：Routledge，1991），46－62．

6・ThepapersinnetheofChariLy：thePooT・onRelid，inthemneteenth－CbTuZLTyMetrqpolis，ed．Peter
Mandler（Philadelphia：UniversityofPennsylvanlaPress，1990）pointtotheomissionoftherelieved

andattempt＜asocialhistoryofcharityfrombelow’（p．1）．
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Quitenoteworthyistheconstructibnofthisself－repreSentationandher

idolisationofLadySpencerinherharangue．LadySpencer’sencouragement

aswellasJackson’singenuityandtalentinwritingwascrucialinforming

thispeculiarrelationshipbetweenthebenefactorandthepetitioner．Narrative

devicesin丘ctionpermeatedthecontextofactualbenevolenceseeking．

MaryJacksonwasoneofthenumerOuSpetitionerswhoaskedforafav0品

OfGeorgiana，CountessSpencer（1736－1814）．Spencerwasrenownedforher

generouscharitableactivities，attraCtinganumberofpetitionersfromvarious

partsofEnglandandeveninFrance．Jacksonwasnotamongthetenantsor

localresidentswhousuallygetbenevolencefromthebenefactors．However，

shewasfortunateenOughtobegivenLadySpencer’slavishattention．Spencer

letherbearesidentofhercharitableapartments，gaVeherintheendasmuch

as£50ayear，SaWherpersonallywhenpossible，andwrotetoher．Andabove

all，ShewasnotreluctanttoreceiveJackson，sletters，Orr・athersheencouraged

Jacksontowritetoher．WhathelpedhertoappealtoLadySpencertosuch

anextent？Shewasawidow；Widowswereamongthもfirsttoattract

benevolence．Herhusbandhadbeeninvolvedinthenavalservice；Lady

Spencer示asfavourabletonavy．Shehadagoodeducation，Shelostalotand

Shewasdisabled；yeS，Shedeservedpityfromtheprivileged．Butbeyond

everything，Shewasaverygoodwriter．Herletterswereengaging，longand

frequentlywritten．Thispaperfocusesonherwritingabilitythatcontributed

muchtoprovideJacksonwithSpencer’scare．

Someeighteenth－Centurymenandwomenpuzzleuswiththesheer

quantityoftheirwritings．Wewonderwhytheywrotesomuch．Itseems

thattheywereenginedbytheinsatiabledesiretorecordwhatcourseone’s

life1ed．Somewereletterdevotees，justlikethemoderne－mailaddicts．They

COuldnotdowithoutwritingandreadingletters．Spencerwasoneofthem．

Herextraordinarycommitmenttoletter－Writingandreadingispartofher

effortstoproveforherselfandassureherselfthatsheisaworthymistress

Ofherself．Letterswerenotonlythedirectrecordofheremotionallife，but

alsotheactiveagenttoworkonher：aSOOthngtooltoinvitehertogetcontrol

Ofherselfaswellasachannelofindulgenceinotherwisesecretsensations．

Consequently，readingandwritinglettersservedhertodisciplineherselfand
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justifyherprivilegedcomfortablesituationtoherself．

NotonlytoherselfbutalsotothPpOSteritywhoreadherdocumentsdo

herrecordsproveherdevotionandinterests．Inherportraitsshepreferred

beingdepictedasaculturedyounglady（byPompeoBatoni），aSaprOteCtive

mother（by SirJoshua Reynolds）and as asober dowager（byThomas

Gainsborough）．Shedidmorethanprivilegedwomendidwhocould．afford

toleavetheirimageintheartists’brush；Shechosetoleavehermarkinthe

lettersandintherecordsofcharity．Sarah，DuchessofMarlborough，Whose

VaStprOpertythefatherofJohnSpencerinherited，StePpedforwardinpolitics；

adaughterofLadySpencer，DuchessofDevonshire，laterplayedactiverole

asapoliticalhostess．A止houghchattyinpoliticalgossip，LadySpenceravoided

thepoliticallimelight－SOdidLordSpencer－－：tIdonaturallyabominate

PolitickssomuchthatIcannotwriteuponthemwithanypleasure－my

inclinationsinpublickaffairsaswellasinprivatetendalltopeaceand

quietness，．7sheopted，instead，tOengageherselfincharitableactivitiesand

keptthemrecorded．

TheimportanCeOfphlantlrOpy’squasi－publicspaceinmoreorlesslimited

WOmen’slives，later，eSpeCiallyinthenineteenthcenturyhasbeencalledto

attention．8　These studiesmakemuchofwomen，svoluntaryworkin

philanthropicsocietiesandinstitutions，Whichisthoughttohavepavedtheir

WaytOgainaccesstootherpublicactivities．LadySpencerwasaninfluential

memberofLadies’CharitableSociety，buthercharitycentredonpersonaland

OCCaSionallyface－tO－faceundertakingratherthaninvoIvementininstitution．

MaryJacksonwasoneofthehundredsofpetitionerswhowrotetoLady

Spencer．Theexistingdocumentsincludel141ettersfromMaryJacksonto

LadySpencer．Inadditiontothisenormousbulk，therearefourfromLady

SpencertoJackson，Oneintroductoryletterbyanunknownwriter，Oneabout

7・ToMrsHowe，Jan41780，AlthorpF45．Sarah，DuchessofMarlboroughleftherfortunetoHon．

JolmSpencerwiththeconditionthatheandhissonshouldnotembarkonapolitiCalcareer（Amanda

Foreman，GeoTgiana，DuchessofDevムnshire［London：HarperCollins，1998］，p．6）．

8・Seeforexample，Robertb．shoemaker，GenderinETTglishSociety1650－1850：theETneTgenCeOF

S甲αTute軸heT・es？（LondonandNewYork：Longman，1998），pp．209－33，238r48；Gorsky，LbtteT・nSOf

Philanthropy，pp．162－77；KathleenD．McCarthy，ed．，Wbmen，PhilanthT・qPy，andCivilSociety

（BloomingtonandIndianapolis：IndianaUniversityPress，2001），eSp．1－7，9－28．
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JacksonwrittenbyMrsDodd，Whoworkedasaninvestigatingagentfor

Spencer（ShewasalsoaninvestigatorfortheLadies’CharitableSociety），and

anotherletteraboutJacksohbyMrsWyburn，Jackson，ssister．

ThefactsaboutMaryJacksonarenoteasytocollectandascertain，eXCept

forwhatthebulkofletterstell．JacksonwasintroducedtoLadySpencerby

ananonymouswriterin1782．Jatkson．herselfbegantowriteon2September

1782．BetweenthisSeptember1782andJune1791，fornearlytenyears，Jackson

WrOtequitefrequently；thelastoneofthissuccessionwasdated29June1791，

herllOthLletter．Then，Shewrotesporadically，inJanunaryandJuly1795，in

December1798，andher114th，herwill，deliveredinMarch1800．Duringthe

densenineyearsshewrotequiteregularly．Itseemslikeamonthlyreport．

Butitisnotherpunctualitythatismostimpressive．Itisherenthusiastic

profusionofwritingthatdistinguishesherfromotherpetitioners．

Fromtheinformationgivenbythefirstanonymouspetitioner and

COnfirmedbyMrsDodd’sinvestigation，MaryJacksonwasthewidowof

LieutenantorCaptainJackson，WhoworkedfortheEastIndiaCompany．Her

husband’snameisnotreportedbuthemighthavebeenaJohnJackson，Who

WaSLieutenentin1756，becameCaptainin1770，anddiedin1778．Afterthe

husband’sdeath，Shehadfourchildrentosupportw．ithapensionof19£a

year．Boththe丘rstpetitioner’sdescriptionandMrsDodd’sreportsupporther

Claimofbeinganunfortunategentlewomanくmuchrespected’，having＜much

Delicasey［sic］inher，．9

The丘rstpetitionerforMaryJacksonclaimsthathe／Sheiswritingthe

petitioningletterwithoutlettingherandhersister’sfamilyknowaboutthe

Veryletter．Moreover，thepersonevenclaimsthat｛theAuthorofthisaddre岳S

totheCountessofSpenceraVolunteerintheirServicewhomtheydonot

absolutelyknowbynameorCharacter’．Itisnotunusualthattheletterwriter

Claimsthattheyarewritingwithouttheperson’SknOwledgeinordertoimpress

theneedy’smodesty，butitisalittleunnaturalthatthepersonisnotknown

くbynameorCharacter’tothepeopleconcerned．Herethewriterplaces

himself／herselfasapersonwhoknowsthefamily，ssituationverywell，but

9・AletteronbehalfofMrsJacksonsentin1782；MrsDoddtoCountessSpencerdated12March

1784（AlthorpF40）；T78eCoTnTnissionedSeaqfficer・SOFtheRoyal肋uy1660－18153voIs．
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hiddenfromthefamily；thusthewriterestablisheshimself／herselfasa

narr■ator．Ⅰfthiswerefictional，itisaperfectbeginningofatouchingstory

Whichisnarratedbyadetachednarratorwhoisnotinvolvedintheafniction

andsupposedtobeabletoreportthedistressesoftheunfortunateobjectively

enoughandaffectinglyenoughtoinvitethereader，spityandbenevolence．

Themysteri0usanOnymOuSWdterisabletouseanarTativedeviceofsensibility．

Althoughthehandisdifferent，itispossiblethatMaryJacksonherselfwas

involvedincomposingthiseloquentletterwhichisclaimedtobewrittenくin

aidofVirtue＆meritstrugglingunderthesad血talityofaseriesofaccumulated

misery＆Woe，mOrethanadequatPtOSinkthegreatestFortitudeintothe

depthof・Despair’．

Usuallyinthesentimentalnovels，thestoriesofthehelplessunfortunate

movetheheartsofthedelicate，Whoaresoondrownedintears．However，

realpetitionershavetomaketheirdistressesunderstoodconvincingly，丘rst．

Forthispurpose，theirsuitablemodelisthelife一StOrytellersfrequentlyfound

intheinterpolatednarrativeinthenovel．Applicantstelltheirstoriesasif

theywPreStOry－tellingagentsalittledetachedfromtherea山ysoastopresent

thenarrativeseeminglyinaneutralway．Theyhavetoprovethattheyare

thedeservingpoor，SOtheytakethisstance．Thustheirstyleresembles

remarkablythatoflifestoriesinterpolatedintdlongerna汀atives．Theyinsist

ontheirtellingthebarefacts，Whichshouldappealtothesensitivemindand

benaturallypitied．

InMaryJackson，sletters，thetransitionof占mphasis，fromemphasison

therationalanalysisthentotheprominenceofthelanguageoftheheart，is

distinctlypresent．Sheatfirstdescribeshersituationindetail．Whatis

repeatedishertdisreぉesofmind’，andwhatshefearsmostisヽhelossofReason’

resultingfromtheextremeafniction．Herimmediateconcernisherheadand

mind，forexample：

．．．asMyHeadwillnotbeartheleastencreaceofAffliction，andthemost

distanthintofittothemwou’doccationsuchanAdditiontomypresent

distressofMind…10

10・Sept21782，AlthorpF140．
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MyMindisinthemostExquisitedistress，ⅠamnOtWell，＆－thecertainty

thatNonetointerestthemselvesinthepreservationofMylife，OrSenses，

WillinfalliabledepriveMeofthelatter．11

Itisaftersendingthereportofhersituationandgettingresponsefromthe

COunteSSthatJacksonindulgesintearsandthelanguageoftheheart．When

Shewritesaletterofgratitude，the＜heart’isrepeatedlyemphasized：in・her

丘rstthank－yOuletter，thoughhermindisalsopresent，itis・SuperSededbythe

heartbothofherownandLadySpencer’S：LadySpencer’sis｛aHeartreplete

Withgoodness，＆alivetoallthefinerfeelingsofHumanity’；Jacksonbegs

pardonforくtheefEusionofaHeart’．Jacksonrepeatsdescriptionsofherheart：

くMyHeartisnowatease∵outoftheAbandancesoftheHeart＆C…．With

everysentimentagratefu11Heartiscapableoffeeling’．Allthesephrasesare

inonesingleletter．12Ⅰnanotherletter，afterapologizingforher＜seeming

familiarity，，Sheaddもthatitisnotonaccountofthelackofrespectbutくmy

Heartoverflowswiththetenderestgratitude．WillyourLadyshipallowme

theExpression，ImustspeakthelanguageofmyHeart，Orbesilent，．13About

twentyletterswerewrittenwhileJacksonisanobjectofLadySpencer’s

OCCaSionalcharity，thatisbeforeMrsDodd’sreporttowitnessthesituation

andsupportJackson’sclaimswassenttothecountess．Throughtheseletters，

She graduallyestablishesthesteadyrelationshipofafavouredandthe

benefactress，byresortingalternatelytorationaldiscourseofappealandto

heart－feltgratitude．

AfterJacksongetsestablishedasahvoured，therelationshpbetweenthese

twowomeniscurious．JacksonidoliZesSpencer；くYoualoneMadamfi11every

AvenueofmyHeart’；Shegoesasfarastoconsecrateher：

IsalutetheChurchinyourHouse，＆takethelibertytokissthefairHands

OfallthesaintsatHolywell Mrs＆MissPointsinparticular，＆bega

BittoftheBorderofyourladyshipgarmentsforaRelick，WhichIshall

11・Sept271782，AlthorpF140．

12・October4th1782，AlthorpF140．

13・Sept9th1783，AlthorpF140．
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havemorefaithin，thaninStWi山女edsEar，Whichwasonceo鮎rdme．14

OfcourseJacksonpaysduerespect，andSpencer，sattitudetoherisnottoo

kiendly，butLadySpencerallowsJacksontoindulgeinratherpresumptuous

approachesinletters・Now，thecountessisJackson’sguardianAngel，and

everything，theworldtoher．NotonlyJacksonaskstoletherli．venearthe

COunteSS，butalsodoesshementionthatsheisthinkingofheralldayand

dreamingofheratnight：thecountess’sgoodnessisonhermindくatleast

eighteenhoursoutofthefour＆twenty，tOSayNothingofthehappinessof

Seeingyoualmosteverynight，．15withaletterfromLadySpencerkeptunder

herpillow，JacksoncherishesLadySpencer．Herattachmenttothecountess

issoferventthatherspiritrepeatedlytravelsfromher．Jacksonhauntsthe

COunteSSandherdaughtertheDuchessofDevonshire：

…MyspiritissometimesHoveringoveryourBedwhenItakeCarethat

notaZephineBreathestoobadlyonyou，fromthenceItakemyflight，＆

inaMomentamperch’donherGracespillowwhenafterCreatinga

thousandpleasingImagestoplaybeforeherfanCy＆prolongherSlumber，

IReturntomyfirstdearestCharge，＆WatehtilltheEnviousMorning

Ster，Remindsmethatallspiritsmustvamishasitsapproach．．．16

Jackson’sobsessionseemstobeexcessive，andshewouldbecalledastalker

ifshedidthesamenow．ButasfarasisknowninthelettersbySpenceras

WellasJacksonherse任・Spen？erdidnotr由∝therbutinstead，eVenenCOuraged

her．Indeed，tOStyleherselfasahoveringspiritisameanstoprovethatshe

Can．participateinplayingwithliteraryauusions，Sharingliteraryculturewith

thecountess．Oneimmediatereferenceiseasilyfound：Jacksonmentions

くSylph’，WhichisthetitleroleofDuchessofDevonshire’S丘ction：くSometimes

Itake myflight to DevonshireHousein the Charracterofa Guardian

14・Sept9th1783；June201785，AlthorpF140．

15・January7th1784，AlthorpF140．

16・March91785，AlthorpF140．
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Sylph，…．，17AstheenigmaticSylphprotectstheheroineinthenovel，SO

Jacksonappointsherselftheroleofamysteriousguardianspirit．

Referencetoliteraturethusprovidedherwithameanstogettingcloser

toLadySpencer．Sodidherliteraryability．Herletterwritingabilitywas

forhertheonlyresourcetodependon，ifweputasideherdexterityin

needlework．Thepotentialsofherwritingwereacknowledgedbyhersister

andLadySpencer．Thoughtheylivedtogetherandhelpedeachotherfora

Certainperiod，Jacksonandhersistergotondifficultterms．MrsWyburnis

vigi1antover＜hertalentatwritingbywhichIhavebeenasufferer’，pOinting

tothecharmofherengagingpen．ShebitterlypointstoJackson’screativity：

tthewarmthofhertemper，．．．doesnotalwayspermithertocon丘neherself

tothestrictesttruth，．18contrarytoMrsWyburn，sapprehension，thecou山ess

SeemStOhaveencouragedhertobecomeanauthor．LadySpencer’ssuggestion

letterisstilltobelookedfor，butJackson’srQplytoheradviceistellingthat

SpencerappreciatedJackson’sadeptness：

YourHintMadamn，OfsettingaboutsomeWork，hasemploydMy

thoughtseversince，aStOWorksofgeniousorJudgment，Ihavenot

COuragetOattemptOrVmitytothinkIshou’dsucceed，aStOthoseoffancy

Ishallendeavor，beforeIhavequitelosttheUseofmyHands，19

Althoughherpenseemstoberunningsmoothlyevenwhenshebegsmoney，

Sheclaimstopreferwritingwithoutanypracticalpurpose：tifyourladyship

willordermetowriteatreatiseonNothing，．．．Ishallshinewithoutafoi1，．20

Shecon丘desthatshebegantowrite丘ctionattheageoffourteen．Shetells

thatshemightdoitalaSterne．Butintheendshetakesprideinhermodesty

Ofabstainingfrompublication．Inrecedingfromthepublication，Shedoesnot

doitsilently，butoffershernegativeopinionoftheliterarymarketoftheday．

17，July161784，AlthorpF140．Georgiana，DuchessofDevonshire，snove177ieSyかhwaspublished

anonymouslyin1779．

18・MrsWyburntoLadySpencer，Dec31782，Althorp164．

19・November251787，AlthorpF141．

20・June201785，AlthorpF141．
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Sheiscriticaloftheliterarymarket：teveryonewrites，＆tohavewroteaBook，

NomatterwhatNoncenceitContains，itsu血cienttoestablishaReputation’．

Ifsheshouldpublish，ShewilltdedicatethemtotheMenintheMoon；toavoid

theErrorsofsomelateScribbleswhohavededicatedtheirAbsurditystothe

MostrespectableCharacters，．21

・Inthiswayshetakesonlyasideglanceatthepublicationworld，though

Shewasoneofthepotentialauthors．Itwasherchoicenottobecomea

professionalwriter．Instead，SheearnedLadySpencer’sbenevolencebyher

pen．ShewasinherwaytlivingbythePen’：insteadofexchanginghertext

andmoneyinthebookmarket，Shechosetoofferherwritinginexchange

fortheallowanceandattentioninthesit90fpersonalcharity・Myassumption

isthatthisiswhyMaryJacksonkeptwritingsubstantiallettersregularly，

likemonthlyinstalments．Stoppingwritingwasnotjustnegligenceor

ingratitudebutitmeantabandoningherpsuedo－Writing－prOfession．

However，Sheknewthatherwritingwas，aSaletter，tOOlong：inher

words，くoneoftheExcellencesofwritingistocomprisemuchinafewWords，

Whichtoyourladyshipregretperhapsisnotoftenthecasewithme，Ⅰusually

multiplywords，．22Herwriterlydesiretowritewasinconflictwithher

Self－COntrOlofacharity－Seeker，andsheoftenbegspardonforherprolixity．

Whatshethinksofasasolutiontothisproblemis，ingemiously，tObeascribe．
Firstshethinksofascribetoherson：くAsanoldsoullikeme，yOuknow

Madam，isofnoGender，Ⅰmaywithproprietyo鮎rmyserviceifhislordship

wantsafaithfulconfidentialscribe…．，23　Ascribewouldbeconfidentially

involvedinthefamilymattersahdwouldhavetowrite，Write，andwrite，（to

hismother）withoutfeelingguiltyofwritingtoomuch．Whensheconsiders
howtobenearthecountess，Shefirstoffbrstobeacookbutimmediatelyrdects

theideaherself，andthenafool，andshedeniesitaswell，andthenascribe．

Sheisfascinatedwiththis■idea：＜IthinkrshallbefoundtohaveWittEnough

toWrite，ifyouwillhavetheGoodnesstodictatetome，thatpleasureto

transcribeyourthoughts，Willyourladyshipthinkofthatorsomethingelse

21・May81789，AlthorpF141．

22・Apri161789，AlthorpF141．

23・February131789，AlthorpFlll．

－172－



forme，letmebeUsefulinsomeshape，．24Anyreplytotheseoffers．isnot

known．Afterall，theagedletterwriterremainedasaletterwriter．Jackson

livedfornearlytwentyyearsaftershegottoknowSpencer．Duringthese

yearssheaskedSpencertotakecareofherinvariousways．Inthelastyears，一

maybebecauseofJackson，swedmess，eSPeCial1yonaccountOfherfailmgsight

Ormaybebecauseof，・COOlingdownoftheirrelationship，herlettersweresent

lessLrequent．

Spencer’scharitypapersincludethoselettersfromthe・barelyliteratewith

numerousmisspellingsandgrammaticalmistakes，buttherearesubstantial

amountofletterswhichemulatethestyleofliterature．Applicantsincluded

thosewhohadmoderateorgoodeducationandprobablyhadchancetoread

much，thenreducedtodistressandpoverty．Thiskindofpeoplewhoareat

presentdevoidofproperclothes，bread，OrCOalappealinthelanguagQOfvarious

typesofliterature，amOngWhichthevoiceandstyleofthevirtuousandgratefu1

Weakwereubiquitous．TheytelltheirlifeStoriesindetailtoimpresstheir

beingworthypetitionersandappealtohumaneSenSibility．Theyadoptedsuch

literarystyleunderstandablybecausetheycouldeasilyidentifythemselves

Withtheunfortunateinthenovelswhoappealtothesensibilityofthereader

as壷ellastothelistener，scompassionwithnthework．Moreover，theywrite

Ontheassumptionthattheunfortunateandtheprivilegedcancommunicate

andshareexperiencethoughthecommOnlanguage，thelanguageOftheheart．

Althoughtheattacksonsensibilityweremoreinpowerinthew？rldof

literatureattheendoftheeighteenth－Century，Whentheseapplicationletters

WereWritten，aCtualpetitionersatthistimewerereadytoresorttothe

Sentimentaltechniquesborrowedfromnovelswheneffective．Ithasbeen

POintedoutthatthedidacticnatureofsentimentalworksandthewriters’

emphasisoninstructionwerebasedontheassumptionofacloserelationship

betweenliteratureandreallife．Indiscussingthis，theinstructionismainly

focusedonthe占ideoftherecipientsofthenarrative；thesentimentalwork

Showshowtorespondtothetouchingstoryandhowtobehave，howtobe

acompassionateperson．However，theinstruCtionmusthavereachedtheother

24・July61789，AlthorpF141．
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Side．Theneedymusthavelearnedhowtoaddresstotherespectablewho

WeteSaidtohavemostdelicatesensibilityandhowtomPVethem．Mary

Jacksonwasoneexampleofthosewhohadacquiredtheexceptionally

proficientnarrativetechniquesandtlSedittoearnherlivelihood．Her

resoufcefulliterarystockincludedreligious，Satiric，Sentimental，Gothic，and

Whateverwasavailable toher．
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