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Abstract

The main issue the present paper argues is why language teaching practices are likely to
derive from the general theory of language, although it is not an educational methodology in
that it describes and explains language beliefs. This problem, the theory binding of practices
so called, is mostly caused by the one-sided assumption that there is only one authorized
linguistic theory which is applied to language education. It at its most negative end would
mean casting learners in fixed terms as inferior, despised, oppressed and so on in case they
do not “know (i.e. own) the theory.” The educational aim, however, should not be controlled
by an outdated concept even if it is an established theory in academic circles. As a linguistic
discussion from an educational point of view, this essay proposes ecological linguistics, which
includes notions on semiosis, affordance, interaction, and meaning making. It contributes to
make appropriate settings of language education without depending on any linguistic

theories.
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