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Mill's Hedonism: Why Are Higher Pleasures More Valuable Than Lower Pleasures?
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Abstract

In Utilitarianism, John Stuart Mill asserts that higher pleasures, which only human beings
can experience, are more valuable than lower pleasures, which animals can also feel. While
some scholars claim that Mill thinks higher pleasures are more valuable because of their
quality, others say that, in his view, their quantity makes them more valuable. In contrast to
these interpretations, this paper asserts that the superiority of higher pleasures should be
explained in terms of neither their quality nor quantity but in terms of a kind of pain that
human beings can suffer in purchasing any lower pleasure. This pain derives from their

recognition that they lead degenerate lives.
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