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TheFantasticin．Literature：Onthelimitbetveen

therealandthefantastic

KazuyukiHANAGATA

InJapanghoststoriesandfantastictaleshavebeenverypopularsince

theMiddleAges．Neverthlessthenumberofstudiesonthissubjectisvery

limited；andmostexistingstudieslackasufficientlyeffectivedefinitionof

thegenre．Ⅰnthisthesis，Iintendtoconstructamodelforconsidering

relations betwe占n the real andits adjoining area”the so－Called

Supernatural”uSingasitsbasisTzvetanTodorov’sfamousdefinitionof

thefantastic，aSOutlinedinhis1970StudyIniroduciiondlaliiibraiu7V

jdntastique．Todorov’smodelisonedfthemosthighlyevaluatedinthis

field；butstillithassomegraveflawstobecorrected．Afterthenecessary

modifications，mymOdelwillbequitedifferentfromhis．Moreover，atthe

endofthispaper，Iwillpointoutsomelimitationsofthiskindofapproach

tothefantasticliterature．Evenifitisnoteffectiveforanalizingallworks

Ofso－Calledfantasticliterature，however，Istillbelievethatitcanbeofuse

foraparticulargroupofthem．

First，Todorovdefinesthefantastic－aS“thehesitationfeltbyonewho

recognizes only naturallaws when faced with an event that seems

Supematural．（Lefantastique，C’estl’h6sitation6prouv6eparunatrequi

neconnaitqueleslois naturelles，face aun dv6nementen apparence

sumaturely一（29）1㌧Accordingtothismodel，threeconditionsmustbesatisfied

toleave afantasticimpressiononthereader．

1．Thesettingofthestorymustberealisticenoughtomakethereader

hesitatebetweenrealisticandsupematuralexplanationsofwhathappens

init．

2．0neofthecharacterssharesthereader’shesitationandpresents
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itinthetextinordertoinducehis／herempathy．Thisconditionisnot

indispensable，butissatisfiedinmanycases．－

3．Thereadermustrejectapoeticorallegoricalexplicationofthe

text．He／shemustconsiderthetextrepresentative．2）

Inotherwords，thetextmustnotbeperceivedasthoroughlyunreal／

fictionalnorasapoeticorallegorictransformationofthereal．Itmustbe

regardedasarepresentationoftherealtoadegreesufficienttomakethe

readerhesitatebetweenarealisticexplanationandasupernaturalone

COnCerningtheeventsrepresented（37－8）．

However，thehesitationdoesnotlastlong．Thereaderdecideswhether

theeventsconcernedfollownaturalorsupematurallaw，basedonthetext

OrOnhis／hercommonsenseHSOmetimesdecidingagainstthetext．This

decisioneliminatesthefantas〆hesitation・Ifthereader甲nfindmaterials
tomakethisdecisioninthetext，thenthefantasyexistsonlyinonepart

Ofthestory．Ontheotherhand，ifthereaderfindsnosuchcluesinthetext，

he／shecandecideashe／shelikes．Fantasticliteratureissituatedbetween

twoneighboringgenres，HtheStrange一（whichtreatsrealbutabnormal

events）and．一theMarvelloug’（whichtreatsaworldobeyingunrea1－0r

SuPematurallawsthatintrudesintotherealorexistsinparallelwithit），

andthusthereaderisalwaysforcedtohesitateincategorizingit・

TodorovdiagrammatizestherelationsbetweenHStrange；日1Fantastid’

and’．Marvelloug’as follows：

（Tablel）（49）

pure strange fantastic－Strange fan taSdc－m arv ellous pure m arv ellous

Accordingtothismodel，Hpurefantastic’■ishighlyunstablegenre，Strad－

dlingthelinebetweenHfantastic－Strange■and Hfantastic一marvelloug．．

Todorovdefineseachgenreasfollows：
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1．PureStrange

Wecanexplainallofwhathappensinthetextaccordingtonatural

laws．Theeventsthemselvesaresoabnormal，horribleanduncanny，

however，thatthereaderrefusesorhesitatesto acceptthemasreal．

Modemhorrorworksdescribingbiza汀eCrimesareclassifiedinthisgenre．

2．Fantastic－Strange

Attheendofthestory，thatwhichhasseemedtobesupernatural

turnsouttoberealandcapableofrationalexplanation，including■such

factorsasmerecoincidence，theinfluenceofdrugS，tricks，distractionand

theproductsofdreamsormadness．Todorovconsidersthisgenretobe

anintermediateone，betweenfantasticliteratureandthedetectivestory．

3．Fantastic－MarveHous

Whathasseemedtobefantastic”OpentObotha”realist一’and a

HsupernaturalHinterpretation”turnSOuttObegenuinelysupernatural

attheendofthestory．Todorov’sexampleisTh60phileGautier’sLamorie

amounuse．Inthisnovel，theprotagonist，Romuald，andthereaderboth

are keptundecided whetherClarimondeis avampireprwhether

everythingisjustRomuald’sdream．Thenovelendsbyacceptingthe

existenceofthevampireasanundeniablefactandthusturnSOuttObe

marvellous．

4．Pure marve”Ous

Thestoryisobviouslysupernaturalandleavesnoroomforthe

reader’shesitation．Thisgenreincludesfairytales，A7710uSandandOne

Ⅳなhts，andmythictexts．

Thisclassificationseemsclearandundeniable．However，Todorov

exceptscertaintypesofstories，’linwhichthesupernaturalstillreceives

certainjustificationbhlesumaturelrqOitencoreunecertainejustification）‖

（60）．Therearefoursuchtypes，aSfollows：

A．Hyperbolic Marve”ous

Thingswhichseemtobesupematuraljustbecauseoftheirgigantic

size．AccordingtoTodorov，Hthiskindofsupernaturaldoesnotviolate
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thereasonsomuch．（cesurnature1－1anefaitpastropvi01encealaraisony

（60）．

B．Exotic MarveIlous

Whathappensissupematural，butitisnotpresentedassuchinthe

text．Thereadermayacceptitasrealisticifhe／Shedoesnotknowthe

reglOnWherethestorytakesplace．

C．lnstrumentalmarvel10uS

TooIsandobjectsusedinthestorymayhaveseemedmarvellous

atthetimeitwaswritten，butnowhavebecomecompletelyrealizable

duetotheprogressoftechnology．

D．Scientific Marvellous

InTodorov’sownwords，TTIere，thesupematuralisexplainedina

rationalway，butaccordingtolawsthatcontemporarysciencedoesnot

recognize．（Ici，lesurnaturelestexpliqu6d’unemaniとrerationnellemais

apartirdeloisquelasciencecontemporainenereconnait■pas．rOr，again，

”Thesearestoriesinwhich，thoughstartingfromsomeirrationalpremise，

eventssucceedonebyoneinaperfectlylogicalway．（Cesontdesr6cits

ou，apartirdepr6missesitrationnelles，lesfaitss，enchainentd，une

maniとreparfaitementlogiqueブ’（62）．

Whyarethesefourtypesexceptedfromthepuremarvellous？Andwhere

dotheybelonginTablel？

Todorovdescribesthem，enbloc，aSlhn’excused一，Carefullyjustified，

imperfectvarietyofthemarvellous（cesvari6t6sdemervei11eux《excus6》，

justifi6，imparfaitブ’（62）．Hedoesnotmakeclear，however，Whenandby

Whomtheyare’bxcused：’ThisdefectturnSOuttObegraveindeedwhen

WeSCrutinizethedifferencebetweenthe－lexcusesl’attributedtoTypeBand

C．

Todorov’sexampleofTypeBistheroc，thegiantbirdthatappears

inA77iousandiandOne腹hts．Ofcourse，mOdemreadersknowthatsuch
a bird does not exist on earth，and thus we considerit marvellous．

ContemporaryreadersofA ThousandsalldOneNiihtshadafarmore

limitedknowledgeofornithology，however，andtheynodoubtwerelikely
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tobelievethatrocsactuallyexistedinAsia．ThusTodorovexceptstheexotic

marvellousfromthepuremarvellous，becausewhileitmayseemtopresent

amixtureofnaturalandsupematuralelementsforamodemreader，itmust

havebeentakenaspurelyexoticbyitscontemporaryreaders．

Ontheotherhand，TodorovenumeratesasexamplesofTypeCitems

liketheflyingcarpet，themagicpomewithhealingpowerandthetunnel

thatopensatthewords．’Opensesame！HTodorovexceptsthemfromthe

Puremarvellousbecausetheseobjectsarenolongermarvellousinourtimes，

havingbeenreplacedbysuchproductsofscientificandtechnologlCal

progressastheairplane，theantibioticandthesafethatopenswiththe

coincidenceofvoicepattemS．However，instrumentSforthecommunication

withtheotherworld，SuChasAladdin’smagiclamp，belongtothepure

marvellous and notto theinstrumentalmarvellous．

Thesetwovarietiesofmarvellousare”imperfect’’inverydifferentways．

TypeBisimperfectbecauseitwas notconsidered supernaturalby

contemporaryreaders．Ontheotherhand，TypeCisimperfectbecauseit

seemspossiblenow．（Onecannothelp，nOnethless，beingsomewhatdoubtful

ofTodorov’s assumptionthattheexistenceofairplanes diminishesthe

marvellousimpressioncausedbyaflyingcarpet．Itislikesayingthatsince

publiclotteriesexist，thegeniewhograntsthreewishesisnotworthyof

amazement．）

Table2diagrammatizestherelationsbetweenTypeBandC，and

Changesinourknowledge．Thearrowsrepresentshiftsinreader’scredulity，

asvariationsinknowledgemakecertainnarratedeventsseemmoreorless

possibl占．

汀able2）

d e c r e a s e 　　←　　k n o w l e d g e 　　→　　l n C r e a S e

B p o ssib le　　 ←　　　　　　　　　 →　 im p o ssib le

C i m p o s s i b l e 　　←　　　　　　　　　→　　p o s s i b l e
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Adefinitionwhichcanexcludebothofthesetypesthusmightrunas

follows：HThemarvellousthatdependsonthedegreeofhumanknowledge

isnotworthcallingpuremarvellous：’Inotherwords，Onlythatwhichhas

neverbeenpossible，nOrWillbe，nOreVenCanbeimaginedtobepossible

inthehistoryofhumanbeingsisworthnamingHpuremarvellous：’

However，isourdefinitionofrealityandsupernaturalsocertainand

unchangeable？Isthereanythingsol’perfectlyHsupematuralormarvellous

thatitcanneverbe”real”inTodorov’smeaning？Thecriticalflawwhich

makeshiswholeargumentproblematicishis assumptionthatthelimit

betweentherealandthesupematuralisconcreteandunmoveable．3）Now

WeCanunderstandwhyheexceptsAladdin’smagiclampfromTypeC．

Hewouldnotacceptan analogybetweenmagicinstrumentsusedto

COmmunicatewith・Supernaturalbeingsandradio－WaVemeSSageSSentOut

to make contactwith extra－terreStrials，forwhilehe does acceptthe

possibilityoftheexistenceofaliensonotherworlds（i．e．，theyrepresent

theimperfectmarvellousforhirn．），hedeniestheexistence＿Ofdemonsand

fairiesin this one．

NowweshouldgobacktoanalyzeTypeA．Whyshouldagiganticbeing

necessarilybeimperfectlymarvellous？Ofcourse，itispossiblethatgigantic

Varietiesofknowncreaturesmayexist．InAustraliaandSouthAmerica，

forexample，therelives aspeciesofearthwommOrethanonemetrein

length，andinthelattertherealsolivesthecapibara，arOdentthesizeof

asmallpony．ThatwhichconcemSTodorov，however，isdifferent．Heques－

tionsthecharacteristicofhyperbole．WhenhesaysHthiskindofsupemat－

uraldoesnotviolatethereasonsomuch（cesumature1－1anefaitpastrop

Violencealaraisony（60），hedoesnotmeantoimplythattheremightin

factbeaboaconstrictorbigenoughtoswallowanelephant．Her亘jecsit

as‖marvellous”becausethemanipulationvariationofthesi革eOfknown

thingsisjustanextensionofourordinarylogiCandnotanintroduction

Ofacompletelyunknown／supernaturallaw．WhatisimportantforTodorov

isthatthepuremarvellousm■ustnOthaveanyresemblancewithreality・

Todorovbetraystheambiguityofhisdefinitionofpuremarvellousyet

further，inhisclassificationofTypeDasimperfectmarvellous．Ifhis
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purposeistoexceptsciencefiction－－inwhichknownscientifictheories

aredeveloped”WeCOuldadmitthathisattitudeiscoherent．Butherefers

tostoriesruledby”lawsthatcontemporarysciencedoesnotrecognize；．

ortootherswhichkeeptheirlogicalcoherencewhile．一startingfromsomも

irrationalpremises：’Hisexampleisa”scientific”solutioninvoIvingmes一

merisrnasthecauseoffantasticevents．Since，aS（Todorovbelievesthat）

mesmerismis”supernaturarthepstorybelongstothemarvellous，butonly

totheimperfectbecauseitcontains”scientific”explanation．So－Called

SCiencefictionis agenreverysimilartothis．

Thisexplanationisveryconfusedandinneedofsomerearrangements

（despitemyeffortsalreadytomakeitplain）．Thestructureofsuchastory

isfantastic－Strange．Todorov，however，COnSidersitfantastic－marvellous

inspiteoftheHscientificHexplanationinthetext，forhedoesnotbelieve

mesmerismtobeasufficientlyrealist．icreason．Hisclassificationisbased

solelyonhisownjudgementvis－a－Visthetekt，SOareaderwhohasno

Particular ojection to the notion of mesmerism might regardit as

fantastic－Strange，aSitpresumablyissupposedtobe・aCCepted．Suchareader，

however，muStfirstbeinclinedto acceptthe”mesmericHexplanations’

”scientific”viabilityif he／sheis to regard the story’s structure as

fantastic－Strange．If，Ontheotherhand，hdshebelieves（morestronglythan

Todorov）thatmesmerismis akindofmagicorsuperstition，andatrue

mesmerist a sorcerer or witch，he／she will classifiy the story as

fantastic－marvellous，withoutthequalification”imperfect：’Thisarbitra－

riness derives from the fact that both the scientific marvellous and

Pure－marvellousarelabelledunderrubricsotherthanHrealH，andthatthe

readerthusmustdecidewhichcategoryastorybelongstosolelyonthe

basisofhis／hersubjectivejudgementofitspossibilitytobereal（ifhe／she

believesitimpossible，he／shewillclassifyitunderthelatterterm）．

Thus，the difference between the fantastic一marVellous and the

fantastic－StrangeisnotasevidentasTodorovseemstobelieve．Arealistic

exp－1anationforatwentieth－C占nturyreader（likeTodorov）mightseem

marvelloustoothers．ItisquitepossiblethatGeorgeOrwell’sl984would

SeemmOremarVelloustoasixteenth－Centuryreaderthananystoryof
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demons and witches．

Itfollows，then，thatitisnousediscussing”scientificmarvellous’’and

”puremarvellous’’Separately．Wemustputthemtogether，forbothbelong

tothesame・genre一一Oneruledby一■supematuralHlaws．

However，Todorovisnotentirelywrongwhenhedeclares”Toallthese

varietiesof’一excused’；carefullyjusdfied，impe】イectvarietyofthemarvellou畠，

WeCanOppOSethepuremarvellous，thatwhichcannotbeexplainedbyany

means．（Atoutescesvari6t6sdemerveilleux《excus鋭justifi6，imparfait，

S’opposelemerveilleuxpur，quines’expliqued’aucunemaniとrey（62）．Indeed，

thereareeventsinexplainablebyanymeans．Sucheventsbelongtoa

territorywithoutloglCOrOrderT－aterritorywithwhichrealityhasnoclear

analogy．

By thus refining Todorov’s rather sloppy definition of”pure

marvellousHand‖imperfectmafvelloug’，WeCannOWisolatefourdistinct

territoriessurroundingthemarvellousasfollows：

I．Aterritorywhichseemssupematuralbecauseithasbeenhitherto

unknowntous，butwhichcanbeintegratedintotherealthroughan

increasein ourknowledge．Alternatively，apartOftherealcan be

Segregatedbytheinverseprocess．

II．Aterritoryexplainablebyamplificationorapplicationofknown

laws．

Ⅲ．Aterritoryruledbylawsdifferentfromknownones，butlogical

andcoherentinitsway．

Ⅳ．Aterritorycompletelywithoutlogicororder．

Todorov’S＿termSarenOtaPprOpriateforthesefourterritories．Thus，

WeShallcallTerritoryI’一marvellousreality”，atemCreatedbyCuban

novelistAlejoCarpentier．4）whenweencounterarealbutunknownworld，

oreven－WhenwelookattheknownWOrldintensely，aSifwehavenever

seenitbefore，Wefinditfantasticinspiteofitsreality．

Thismightseemtobethesameasfantastic－Strange，butitisnot．As

regardsthestrange，Wefeelittobefantasticbecausewehaveneglected
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itsreality，SuppreSSingtheknowledge，albeitunconciously，thatit’sapart

Ofourrealworld．Ontheotherhand，WeSOmetimesfindapartofthereal

marvelloussimplybecausewedid notknowofitsexistence．

TerritoryⅡisforthosethingswhichcanexistintheory，butnotin

realityasfarasweknow．Onceweascertaintheirexistence，WereCOgnize

themasapartoftherealworld．Weshallcallthistemitory”possiblereality：’

TerritoryⅢisdesignedforthose”impossibleHthingsthathavetheir

OWnlogicandorder，nOnethless arebelievednottoexistbeca■usethe

COnditionsrequiredfortheirexistencearenotsatisfiedinthisworld．Ifwe

findasphereinwhichtheseconditionscanbesatisfied（Onearthoronsome

Otherplanetinthisrealuniverse），WethenrecognizethemasaHmarvellous

reality”forthefirsttime…andlater，aSWegetaCCuStOmedtothem，aSa

partofthereal．Thelawsthatgovernthisterritoryareparalleltobutnot

COnneCtedwiththeknownlawsofthisworld，SOWemayCallit”parallel

reality：’

WeshallcallTerritoryⅣHnonTeality；’foritisimpossibletoassimilat9

itintotherealevenbyanalogy．Ifwefindsomelogicalcoherenceor

Substanceinit，WeSWiftlyreclassifyitasbelongingtooneoftheformerly

mentionedthreeterritoriesordirectlytothereal．

Thesefourtemitoriesdonotexistinparallelwitheachother．While

Hnon－reality”iscompletelydistinctfromthereal，”possiblerealityHand

Hparallelreality－havemuchincommonwithit．Theycapeasilybeintegrated

intothereal，andindeedtheymaybeconsideredtobeinclosercontact

WiththerealthantheHnon－reality：’Thuswemightsaythatthesetwoter－

ritoriesfoman”altematereality：’The”marvellousreality’：inturn，eXists

justontheborderlinebetweentherealandtheotherreal．

Table3presentstherelations betweenfantasticliteratureandits

neighboringgenres，andthevarious’’realitiesl’described above．
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汀able3）

Now，letusconsiderthepsychologicalelementsinvolvedinfantastic

literature，eSpeCiallyastheyinvolvetheupperhalfofTable3．

Allofwhathappensinthepure－Strangeisruledbynaturallaw．Areader

mayconsideritfantastic，unWillingtoacceptitasrealbecauseofits

brutalityorinsanity．Ifhe／shedoesnotfeelanysuchrevulsion，hdshewill

Simplyregarditasordinaryreality．Thisbecomesyetdearerifoneconsiders

thedifferencebetweenpure－Strangeandfantastic－Strange．Forexample，Say

amysteryturnSOuttObeatrickorcrime．Ⅰftherevealedtruth（flrealityつ

isextremelycruel，lunatic■orweird，thereaderwillrefusetorecognizeit

asordinaryrealityandwillcategorizeitinsteadaspure－Strange．Todorov

Callsthiscase‾fantastic－Strange．However，ifthereaderconsidersthetruth

anordinary，nOrmalcrimeorplot（atleastinfiction），hdshewillrelaxand

Viewitoncemore asordinaryreality，andnotstrange．

AIsoimportantinthiscasearenarrativefeatureswithinthetextitself．

Forinstance，aCharacter’sterror，anXietyandrepulsion，aSpreSentedin
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thetext，mayStrOnglyinfluencethereader’sjudgment，helpingtotrahsform

Ordinaryrealityintothefantastic．RyもnoskeAkutagawa’sHHagurumaH

（Cogwheels）isagoodexample．Inthisstory，thereader’sidentificationwith

theprotagonistiscruCial．Withoutit，hdshemayconsidertheprotagonist，s

neuroticreactionridiculous．Theopposite，Ofcourse，lS alsotrue．In

fAntastic－marvellous（concemingaltematereality／non－reality）fictibnthe

readertendstoregardthestoryasmarvellouswithoutanyparticular

encouragement．Inthisgenre，theemphasisontheprotagonist’sreaction

isusedrathertoheightenthestory’scredibility，tOperSuadethereaderto

thinkthatitmightbereal．

Ofcourse，aStrOngSenSeOfrevulsiononthepartofthereadermay

resultinanordiparyrealstorybeingclassifiedaspure－Strangeinspiteof

theauthor’sintentions・ThesexualperverSionsandcruelities，Whichare

CategOrizedbyTodorovas”Themesofiもd’inCapter8，．arenOtSupemat－

uralinofthemselves．Wefindthemstrangeorfantasticbecauseweare

heldbackbysocialtaboos．Ifwewerenotrestrictedsomuchbysuchtaboos，

WeWOuldnot‾findtheseperverSionsfantasticinofthemselves．

Ifwefeelverystrongrevulsiontowardastory，WemayClassifyitas

non－real，nOtSatisfiedwithsimplycallingitstrange．Whenwereadreports

aboutcruelandabsurdstreetviolenceandme甲・ingles・SWarCrimes，Weare

temptedtodenytheirreality．

Consideringthesepoints，WemaythusmodifytheupperhalfofTable

3asin Table4．

LookingatthelowerpartofTable3，nOWlogicemergesasthekeyto

Changeareader’sjudgmentofaworkfromnon－realityintofantastic，Or

evenintoreal．Fromoutofourhesitation，Webegintofindlogicalcoherence

andpossiblityamongthingswhichatfirstseemedtohavenologicor

Order－－thatistosay，thingswhichseemedtobeofthenon－reality．Once

Wefindlogicinthem，WereCategOrizesuchtextsintoalternatereality，Or

evenintoordinaryreality，mOVingthrougheitheralternaterealityor

marvellousreality．Weintegratepossiblerealityintotherealbyexpand－

ingourconceptofreality；andweaccepttheparallelreality－upOnfinding

a一’realparallel’一inourownuniverse．InthefomerCaSe，WeeXpandour
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汀able4）

A Reader’sstrongemotionalreactiontothestory，OCCuringwithorwithoutthein－

fluenceofacharacter’sreaction，WillrecategorizeHfantastic－Strangd’into”purestrange”．

B Reader’scoolreaction，OCCuringwithorwithoutanobjectivedescription，Will

recategorizeHfantastic－Strangd■intoHordinaryreality一一．

COnCeptOftherealsyntagmatically，byextension，andinthelatter，

paradigmatically，byrelativism．

Themarvellousrealityis atransitionalareasituatedbetweenthese

twoother”realities’’andthereal．Whenwediscoverthatapossibleor

p，arallelrealitydoesexistinthisuniverse，Wefinditmarvellousatfirst，

andthen－－afterthesurpriseisgone”graduallyintegrateitintoourun－

derstandingoftheordinaryreality．Forexample，itwasa．一possiblel・eality’T

atthetumOfthecenturythatdinosaursmightstillsurviveinthehighlands
OfNewGuinea，Whileitwas，andstillremains，amarvellousrealitythat

thereexistcertaincreatureswhich havehardlychangedinterms of

appearanceorphysiologysincethetimeofthedinosaurs．Fairytalesand

mythsseemtobelongtotheparallelreality；butwhenanalizedscientifically

byaVladimirPropporaClaudeL6vi－Strauss，theyturnouttobemar－

yellousorordinaryreal・

InTable5，WeShallillustratetherelationsbetweenthestrange，real，

Other－real and non－real，aCCOrding to two conceptual oppositions，

Sentiment－loglCandnatura1－Supernatural．
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Intheupper－rightofthetableisOrdinaryReality，theworldthatwe

normallyconsiderreal．Itisru1edbyknownnaturallawsandsupposed

todisplayadegreeoflogicalcoherenceconcerningwhathappensinit．

Withinthesphereofinfluenceofthesesamenaturallaws…thatis，inthe

upperhalfofthetableMthereexists，however，anOtherareawhichweare

notsowillingto admitintoOrdinaryReality：Whichwemayname”the

Bizarre：’

Thelowerpartofthetablebelongstothe’’supematural”…an area

OutSidetheinfluenceofthenaturallawsknowntous．Ontherightside

isAltemateReality ruledbyunknownbutcomprehensiblelaws．Itincludes

thepossiblerealandtheparallelreal．Finally，Onthelower－leftisNon

Reality，．an area Ofirrationality and disorder，tOtally out of our

COrnprehension．

ThelinesbetweenthesefourareasarenotpredeterminedasTodorov

imagines．Rather，theymovefromrighttoleftandviceversaaccordingto

OurperSOnalemotionalreactions，andupanddownaSthereoccuradvances

Orlapsesin ourknowledgeortethnicalprogress．This movementis

illustrated with arrows on the table．Let uslook now the causes and

Significancesoftheseshifts，eXaminingtheminalphabeticalorder．

A．Repressioncausedbytabooorstrongterrodrevulsiontowardsviolent

Orbrutalacts（e．g．，TheperverSionsandbrutalityCategorizedbyTodorov

asHThemesofiもu’．）WidenstheBizarreandcontractsOrdinaryReality．

B．LogiCandobjectivityhelpintegratetheBizarreintoOrdinaryReality．

e．g．，Psychiatricanalysisofagrotesque，brutalmurdercommittedbya

psychopath．

C．Increasesinourknowledgeand newtechnicalinnovationshelp

integratewhatseemedtobelongtoAlternate（PossibleorParallel）

RealitiesintoOrdinaryReality．Todayitisnotsurprisingtousthat

SCientistscandescribehowthedinosaurslivedorexplaintheinfluence

whichspacelifeexercizesonthehumanbody．Welearnsuchthingsin

SChoolandwatchscientistsexplainthemonTV．Thus，basicscientific

knowledgewhichourparentsorgrandparentsmightwellhaveconsidered
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SupernaturalnowfomSapartOfourOrdinaryReality，howeverremote

SuChknowledgemaybefromeverydaylife．

D．Ourknowledgeofnaturedoesnotalwaysincrease．Sometimesit

decreases．Eventoday，SCientificallyattestedHnaturd’and”reality”－Can

bedeniedforreligiotlSreaSOnS．Ontheotherhand，demonsandspirits

WerepartOfOrdinaryRealityintheMiddleAgeP，Whiletheyarenow

believedtobesupernaturalbymostpeople．Insuchcases，Altetnate

RealitymakesinroadsonOrdinaryReality．

E．AltemateRealityhasitsownloglC，Whethersystematicorotherwise．

Wecallit（Alternate）Realitybecauseofthislogicalcoherence；butifwe

failtorecognizesuchapatternOfcoherence，WeSWiftlychangeourminds

andconsideritirrational（i．e．，NonReality）．AIso，ifareaderdevelopsa

StrOngemOtionalrevulsiontowardanAlternateRealitystory，he／Shewill

assumeittobemerenonsense（again，Non鱒eality），inspiteofitsevident

logicalcoherence．Thiskindofvariationinreaders’emotionalreactions

mayhelpexplainwhytheevaluationofthesciencefictiondifferssomuch．

F．If，Ontheotherhand，areaderfindslogicinwhatfomerlyseemed

irrational，he／ShewillcategorizeitasAltemateReality．Whensomebody

tellsusaboutforeignsuperstitionsandstrangecustoms，Wemayatfirst

dism．issthernasnonsenses（NonRealiti）．On云eweunderstandthelogic

andsystembehindthem，howetTer，Webegintorecognizetheirhitherto

OnCedismissedmeanings．WewillthenperceivethemasAlternateReality

iftheyseemtoberemoteorfictitious andnotapartofourOrdinary

Reality．Or，WemayeVenintegratethemdirectlyintoourOrdinaryReality

vialineF－C，if示earecertainoftheirreality（e．g．，SCientificallyattested

popularororientaltherapiやSandcomplicatedbutloglCalmannercodes

Ofanaboriginaltribe）．・Suchasystem，howeverlogical，Ofcoursecanstill

bedeniedandcalled■ridiculous（NonReality）byareaderexperiencing

astrongemotionalreaction．

G．Asanexampleof■ashiftfromNonRealitytotheBizarre，Wemay

notetheseinstanceswhenwefailtorecognizeaveryirrationaland

inco■mprensiblehappening，becauseitseemsimpossible・LaterwF，admit

rationallythatitdidhappenandthAtitispossible，Classifyitnonethless
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as the Bizarre．

H．Ourreactiontowardanincomprehensiblehappeningmaybethe

reverseofG．Wedoknowthatsomethinghashappenedbutdenyitso

vehemently■thatwedriveitfromNature，declaringthatitisimpossibh7．

Finally，linesI－JandI－KrepresentTodorov’sfantastic－marvellous，for

theyarehesitationsbetweentheNaturalandtheSupematural．．LineI－L

Standsforthefantastic－Strange．

Sincethenineteenthcentury，manyattemptShavebeenmadebywriters

toexpandorevendestroythefomerlyapprovedboundarieso‡theReal．

AttheturnOfthecentury，forexample，naturalistwriterssuchasZolaand

thefinqdersi6cledecadentsriedtointegratetheBizarreintoOrdinaryReality．

Thesurrealiststriedtogofurther，advancingintoNonRealitythroughtheir

experimentsinpsychoanalysis．Thus，itishardlysurprisingthat，aSTodorov

pointsout，thesurrealistssharedaninterestin”Themesofiもu；’－－eXtreme

SeXualdesire，perverSion，Crueltyandviolence－－Withtraditionalfantastic

literature．

Atthesametime，Writersofthesciencefictionahdexoticstoriesalso

havetriedtoexpandthelimitsoftherealintoAltemateReality．Todorov’S

notionof一一ThemesofZ”－－”pandeterminisrd15日hepluralizationanddivision

Ofpersonality，destructionoftheborderlinebetweensubjectandobject，

defomAtionoftimeandspace…havebeenwidelypursuedinsiencefiction

justasinfantasticliterature．

Inhisstudyoffantasticliterature，Todorovfailstorecognizethatwe

CanintegrateAlternateRealityintoOrdinaryReality，nOtOnlyinour

imagination，butalsoin＿realitywhenweexpandourknowledgeofthereal，

viaMarvellousReality．Inotherwords，hebelievesthatwhatwecall’’naturd－

isadeteminedareawhichcannnotbeexpandedorcontracted．Hefails

totecognizethatdifferenttimesandcultureshavetheirownconceptof

thereal，andthathismodem，Europeanviewisjustoneamongmany．This

failureexplainswhyTodorovcouldnotmakeacleardefinitionofthe

imperfectmarvellousorexoticmarvellous．TheResurrection，forexample，

－132－



isrealtofundamentalistChristians，allegoriCaltootherChristiansandsome

non－believers，fantasticorevennonsensetoothers．

Throughoutthisthesis，WehaveconsideredrelationsbetweenOrdinary

Realityandotherareasofexperience，OnthebasisofTodorov，sdefinition

Ofthefantastic．As aresult，Wehaveseenthatquestioningwhether

SOmethinglS”realHornotplaysacruCialroleinHfantastid’literaturejust

asitdoesin reallife．

Onecannot，however，SayaSmuChaboutallso－Calledfantasyworks．

Forexample，itisofnousetryingtoanalyzeAlicein‾lすわnderhmdor77ie

LopdqfiheRingsaccordingtotheparameterswehavesetoutinTable5．

Wedonotstoptoaskourselveswhethersomethingisrealornotwhen

Wereadtheseworks一一atleastnotallthetime．Nonethless，itwouldbeutter

nonsensetoexcludethemfromthecategoryoffantasticliterature．Thus，

WeCategOriZethemasfantasticliteratureforotherelementsintheirstories．

Inthisway，W6mustkeepinmindthatthe”fantasy－definedby

Todorovandconsideredinthisthesisisjustoneofthefundamental

elementsoffantasticliterature．Todefinethisgenremoreaccurately，．We

WOuldhavetospecifyandanalyzeotherimportantestheticelementsinits

COmpOSition，SuChasthegothicandgrotesque，nOnSenSe，fancyand

hyperbole．

Ontheotherhand，WeCanCOnCludefromourstudythatwhenever

authorandreadersharethesamestabilizedvisionofOrdinaryReality，Or

Ofnature，thetypeoffantasywehaveconsideredwillplayanimportant

roleinthemaincurrentoffantasticliterature．Thus，Table5Shouldbe

OfuseintheanalysISOfgothicnovelsandhorrorstorieswrittenfrom

eighteenthtotwentiethcentury，anerainwhichmodernrationalismand

SCiencewerebelievedestablishedandabsolute．AIsoitmaybeofhelpin

explainingthe changewithin fantasticliteraturefrom a Gothicto a

Pbst－ModemStyle”aChangewhichcoipcideswiththedestんctionand

invalidationoftheconceptofauniqueandunchangeable”Reality：一
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Notes

1）　Allpagenumbers afterquotations refertoTzvetan Todorov，

IntYDductiondlaliti6mtunjdJltaStique．Paris：Seuil，1970．

2）　Forexample，thereaderwillnotconsiderfantasticapassageinwhich

acharactersuddenlystartsflyingintheairifhe／sheinterpretsitapoetic

（metaphoric）representa．tionofthecharacter，sexcitement（the’boetidf

explication）；nOrWillhe／Shefeelaspeakingdonkeytobefantasticifhe／

Shetakesitasanallegoryofastupidman（the’hllegoricar■explication）．

3）　Mostpreviousstudiesoffantasticliteraturesharethisflawwith

Todorov’swork．VaxandCaillois，forexample，alsocarryouttheirstudies

withouteverclearlydefiningtheirconceptofthereal．SeeRogerCaillois，

Au∝eurdujdntastique．1965．Trans．inJapanesebyIkuoMiyoshi．Tokyo：

UniversityofHoseiPress，1975．andLouisVax，LbrtetlalittbraiuYtZ

jhntastiquel1960．Trans．inJapanesebyHanyaKubota．Tokyo：Hakusui－Sha，

1961．

4）　Carpentierfirstusedthistemintheprologuetohisfamousnovel

El柁inodbesiemundo（1949）．Heusedittoexpressthefantasticvarietyand

immensityofLatinAmericannatureandsociety．However，hedidnot

restrictitsapplicationexclusivelytoLatinAmerica，SOWemayuSeitas

ageneralterm．

5）　Todorov’S’’pan－deteminisrd’meansthecharacteristictendencyof

fantasticliteraturetofindanunknown，Supematuralcausality一一tOfind，

inotherwords，aCauSeandeffectrelationbetweeneventswhichseemto

havenoneundernaturallaw．This assumptionofothercausalityisnot

alwayspersonal．Popularbeliefandmythoftendenythecasualityassumed

bymodernscienceinacollectiveway．Ⅰnmodernhorrorstories了．pan－

determinisITiTplaysanimportantroleasparanOia．SeeStephenKing，Danse

MdcabYa1981，’83．Trans．inJapanesebyReiAnno．Tokyo：FukutakeShoten，

1993．
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