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[ Abstract]

This article attempts to examine the psychological difficulties faced by the Japanese in studying foreign lan-
guages. Two axes of research are considered. 1) The study of early mother-infant relations shows that the Japa-
nese mother prefers to use non-verbal communication with her baby. In Japan, from babyhood, speech does not
seem to have either as much importance or prestige as in other cultures. This may constitute an additional
culturally related difficulty regarding the study of foreign languages. 2) Lexicon is 4.4 times more important
than it is in western languages. As language and thought are indissolubly linked (for example in the inner voice),
one can reasonably think that this phenomenon reflects very clearly the denotative and concrete tendency of the
thought function in the Japanese psyche. In other words, the semantic spectra of words (their capacity to move
along a semantic chain by associations of ideas) is more reduced and specific in Japanese. This constitutes a
significant factor in a Japanese student's ability to study, memorize and understand foreign languages. Finally,
the article suggests some possible directions for enhancing the speech of Japanese students in the language
classroom (with emphasis on the "direct method").

[Keywords] Non-verbal communication, Early child-mother relations, Language and thought, Denotation/con-
notation, Direct method
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