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TR OB EE (330) : Recently a new series of hyacinthacines were isolated from bluebells
and grape hyacinths by Asano et al. These compounds strongly inhibit various glycosidases
in a reversible and competitive manner. While many total syntheses of hyacinthacine A
series have been recently completed by several groups, the synthesis of hyacinthacine B
and C series, however, has not been achieved to date. The central feature of this report is to
describe the details of the first and expeditious route for the stereoselective construction of
hyacinthacine B1, B2, C2, and C3 starting from (S)-2-pyrrolidone-5-carboxylic acid.
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