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The Transition from “N 4+ N” Construction
to Noun Phrase “N no N”

"R RE

Tomohiko Ito
(PRE 4 F10H 120 25)

ABSTRACT

This paper presents a study of young children’s understanding of a constraint on
noun phrases(NP), which requires an NP to be marked for Case. For adults, this is
a syntactic constraint. This constraint is called Case Filter in the theory of Genera-
tive Grammar. The speech of a child acquiring Japanese was studied longitudinally.
The results showed that there was a stage when the child produced ungrammatical
"N + N” construction. However, the construction was not produced productively at
this stage. This stage continued about for three months. After the stage of "N + N”
construction, the child began to produce the correct noun phrase, "N no N” produc-
tively. Two hypotheses (Continuity Hypothesis and Discontinuity Hypothesis) were
discussed and it is concluded that Discontinuity Hypothesis could explain the present
acquisition process properly and naturally.
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