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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to develop the scale for professional autonomy in
nursing which has been assumed to represent the three-process model of nursing,
“situational cognition”, “judgment” and “performance”. Three-hundred and seventy
professional nurses in the public hospital were administered questionnaires concerning
professional autonomy in nursing, motivation, self-confidence and aptitude toward
nursing.

The results of factor analysis of the scale for professional autonomy in nursing
revealed five orthogonal factors named ”cognition”, ”performance”, ”concrete
judgment”, "abstract judgment” and ”independent judgment” respectively. Results also
showed that each of the subscale scores of professional autonomy in nursing
significantly and positively correlated with motivation, self-confidence and aptitude
toward nursing.

According to the results of the one-way analysis of variance on the mean scores
of each subscale with the groups of the years of experience, it was indicated that the
years of experience associated with increasing the subscale scores of professional
autonomy in nursing. Particularly significant mean differences were observed bvetween
the three to five years of experience group and the two or less years group, as well as
the groups between the eleven to twenty years of experience and the six to ten years.
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