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An Area Management Study on Utilizing Local Heritage through Museum Activities for the Purpose of Area Promotion
- A Case Study of the Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust in the UK -
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ISHIKAWA Hiroyuki*, TAKAMIZAWA Minoru**, KOBAYASHI Shigenori**

Museums are active as organizations that manage local heritage and develop city areas. The aim of this study is to identify
methods that contribute to the management of local heritage and area promotion through museum activities in the UK. As a
case study, the relationship between the Ironbridge Gorge Museum Trust, the Telford Newtown Development Corporation
and non-profit organizations are discussed. The study was conducted by interviewing the staff of the Ironbridge Gorge
Museum Trust and a local public body. The results are as follows: 1) Museums help to heighten the identity of local people
and a sense of community by valuing local heritage. 2) Museums help to create new communities and establish relationships
between administrative bodies and non-profit organizations. 3) In order to maintain a balance between conducting business
and contributing to communities, museums are able to maintain stable operating conditions independent of grants alone.
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