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Biased Assimilation of Conflicting Arguments and Attitude Change:
Moderating Effects of Relational Processing

N S Sl
Keiichi KOBAYASHI

(PR 27410 B 1 HH)

This study examined whether and how relational processing of conflicting arguments
influences biased assimilation and attitude change. Undergraduate students (n =105) read
two conflicting texts, which argued over disclosure of identifying information about sperm
donor to children born through donor insemination, and then evaluated the persuasiveness of
the whole texts and individual arguments in the texts. Participants in the support condition -
were encouraged to interrelatedly process arguments in the texts, whereas participants in
the no support condition were not. The perceived persuasiveness of the whole texts was
biased in favor of initial attitudes for the no support condition but not for the support
condition. Comprehension of the rhetorical relationship did not significantly moderate the
influence of prior attitudes on the perceived persuasiveness of the whole texts or individual
arguments in the texts. For the no support condition, initial attitudes indirecﬂy influenced
attitude change through the perceived persuasiveness of the whole texts. These results
suggest that relational processing is a moderator of biased assimilation, thereby influencing

attitude change.
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X DB & o TIROBEAMIL S5 BG 2 BEOTRIL (attitude polarization) & &1
720 LT, IR T 25 & BEREMCOMICIZIEOHEIRONIzZ &2, WNAT AN
Do 72FAL 2 BN L TRREOWBRILITR X 2D TRRWHLIHEM L T b,

Lord et al. (1979) LIRE, /N4 7 Ao 22 RLR 2 1T & 5 REEE O TEAL % W+ 5 1
ZL DRADPRENTER, Z0H L, BEOWHIL ’E@Télﬂfﬁﬁﬂﬁ IREL 280
TWwd, $Thbb, MENHE EBEELOATHERE) AVBEICOATELSRS LS
Z & &R L% (Corner, Whitmarsh, & Xenias, 2012; Gre1temeyer, 2014; Kuhn & Lao,
1996; Miller, McHoskey, Bane, & Dowd, 1993; Munro & Ditto, 1997: Munro, Ditto, Lockhart,
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