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From learning methods to pedagogical content knowledge:

An analysis of changes in student attitudes in a pre-service course
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Abstract:

This study aims to investigate changes in student attitudes in the course Methodology for
EFL Learning using text mining approaches. Twenty-three first-year students, from English
Education major at a university in Shizuoka, participated. The objective of this course was
(a) to set own learning goals, expand their repertoire of how to learn English in
theoretically-grounded ways, and formulate a plan for studying with an eye toward their
graduation, and (b) to consider how to teach ways of learning English on the assumption
that they will teach English to their students. In order to see the deepening of students’
thoughts on these objectives, their feedback comments for each class, term papers, and two
versions of their plans for studying were analyzed using KH Corder (Higuchi, 2014). The
results indicated that this course could contribute to bridge between the English-user domain

and the English-teacher domain for the teacher candidates.
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