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Codillac's Question about the Origin and Derrida's Reading

AGARI Hiroki

After Locke's 'An Essay Conceming Human Und.erstanding' Codillac asks the

origin of human knowledge in 'Essay on the Origin oJ Humtn Knowledge'.(Essai

sur l'origine d,e,s conraissanc* hwnaiws, 1746), and its question about the origin

of progress of language had much influence on Rousseau's '-Essay on the Origin oJ

Laflguages'.

Derrida wrote the introduction to Codnditlac's 'Essay on the Origin of Human

Knowled.ge' , titled ' Archeology of the Friuolous' (' L'ArchCologie du friook') , and

he tried to find the possibility of deconstrucion in it.

In this paper we investigate 1. the background of many questions about the origin

in 18centnry 2. the main difierence between LocBs'An Essay Corwerning Human

IJnd,erstatding' and Condillac's 'Essay on thz Oigin of Hamnn Knowledge' , al;.d

3. the productive function of analogy which inevitably makes tlle Frivolous.

Through these we will attain the conclusion that the most important difference

between Locke and Condillac is that Condillac thinks the signs are the Principle

to germinate of ideas, and that Derrida find the possibility of deconstrucion in the

'proctive function of the language' and this function of language makes the Frivo-

lous.
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